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should be submitted to Congress, and subjected 
to their revision, did they ever become independ- 
ent laws of the Territory. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And there was no such 
provision in the act organizing the Territory of 
Kansas. Then that goes far enough for my pur- 
Pr. DAVIS. Then it became the law of the 
Territory, in the language of that statute. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But there is no such au- 
thority to enforce the law of the Territory. The 
authority is confined to preventing obstructions 
to the laws of the United States—not the laws of 
any particular State. 

Mr. DAVIS. The Senator, I think, has cer- 
tainly not looked at this subject lately, or he would 
find that provision is made upon the application 
of the Governor or Legislature of a State to the 
President, for him to call out the militia, and use 
the Army and Navy to maintain the laws of a 
State within its own limits. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Undoubtedly, under cer- 
tain circumstances; but, as I say, that is not spe- 
cifically given to the Governor of any Territor 
anywhere that I can find. I do not know that 
shall convince the Senator, as his mind is made 
up; but I wish to explain what | have thought 
myself. I say that under these statutes there is 
no specific authority in regard to a Territory. If 
there is, it arises by implication from the word 
“Territory” being used. My own idea is, that 
it was an omission in the act. I do not know that 
I should quarrel about it, because I am willing to 
give all power that is necessary. I should take 
no exception, even under these acts, to a legiti- || 
mate use of the Army for proper purposes, if the || 
power could be derived by any implication, and || 
itsexercise was absolutely necessary. The point | 
[ make is, that I could never see that it was act- | 
ually given by the terms of the statute to which | 
gentlemen have referred, as conferring it. I be- 
lieve the Attorney General, in arguing the matter, 
does not derive the whole power from the firstsec- 
tion | have read, giving a general authority 


Mr. DAVIS. I think the Attorney General’s 





within a Territory. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. By virtue of the first sec- 
tion: 2 

Mr. DAVIS. That by virtue of the first act 
he has referred to, the militia could be employed 
ina Territory as a necessary consequence of the 
power of the Government over a Territory, and 
the grant within the limits ofa State. In relation 
to the act of 1807, I do not think the opinion. of 
the Attorney General was asked for, or that his 
opinion touches that question at all. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. With regard to the act 
of 1807 my point is that it confers no new power 
and simply changes the instrumentality. The 
President had the power before to use the militia 
in certain cases and for certain purposes, and in 
those cases and for those purposes, conferred by 
previous laws, the President had by that latter act 
the power to use the Army. It goes no further. 
It makes no new cases and provides for no new 
purposes anywhere that I can conceive, although 
2 Eh have been the intention of the act so to 

0. 

I rose simply to state more specifically the 
points whieh I made before in reference to these 
matters, in order that they might be more defi- 
nitely understood, as the Senator from Mibssis- 
sippidid not seem exactly to comprehend the ideas 


e the argument of my friend from New York. 
If I believed that this increase of the Army was 


absolutely necessary in order to bring about a | 
proper state of things in the Territory of Utah, I 


should agree with him, and I would be —s to 
Vote for any increase that was necessary to effect 


I make, and the difficulty in my own mind, is, 
that there has been no attempt to demonstrate that 
anything of that kind is necessary in the Terri- | 
tory of Utah. The Senator from Mississippi ex- || 
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that purpose or any similar purpose; but the point ) 
| 
] 


| creates a necessity for increasing the Army. 





pressly gives itup. He does not base the demand 
which is made for an increase of the Army upon 
existing difficulties in Utah at all, but upon an- 
other ground; and when my friend assumes that 
to be tie fact as a basis for his proposed action, 
he assumes what is not asserted by the Adminis- 
tration, what is not asserted by the Secretary of 
War,and not contended for by the Committee on 
Military Affairs, who have reported this bill. It 
is something which he assumes for himself as the 
basis of his own action 

If there were any facts in the case to convince 
me that the proposed increase of six thousand or 
seven thousand men was necessary, in order to 
accomplish that purpose, to restore peace in that 
Territory, and to preserve the rights of our peo- 
ple who travel in that region, it might be another 
question; but the difficulty in my mind has been 
from the beginning —and I shall be convinced only 
when that difficulty is removed—that no facts have 
been exhibited to show us that this increase is 
necessary for any of these purposes. It rests on 
assertions that have been used ever since [ remem- 
ber anything about public affairs to authorize an 
increase of the Army from time to time, until it has 
gone from eight thousand, where it was fixed in 
1842, to eighteen thousand now, end is going on 
upon the same principle, without any facts, or any 
war, in time of peace, regularly, unless we check 
it in the beginning, from eighteen thousand to 


| thirty thousand, and from thirty thousand up to 


oT thousand, and God only knows where it will 
end, if we are to receive mere statements and de- 
mands of the Administration instead of facts to 


|| show that something of the kind is absolutely 


needed by the exigency of the country: We must 


| stop somewhere; we must call for proofs some- 
| where; we must call for facts at some point, and 


not go blindly on merely to register the decrees of 


' an Administration who say to us that more troops 
| are wanted, without telling us why or wherefore, 
| or giving us facts to establish their opinions, if 


they give us any opinions on the subject. 
Mr. DAVIS. I shall detain the Senate but a 


| very few minutes.upon the point which is so often 
opinion was that the militia could be employed || 


renewed of the connection of the campaign to 
Utah with thg proposed increase of the Army. 


| Itis not presented in the report of the Secretary 
| of Waras his reason for the increase. 


The Com- 
manding General of the Army states that the 
increase is necessary without reference to the 
troublesin Utah. Whilst I denied in the begin- 
ning that that was the reason for the request that 


the Army should be increased, it is nevertheless | 


certainly clear that the withdrawal of the troops 
from other service to make a campaign to Utah 
So, 
if it be necessary to keep troops in Kansas, the 
withdrawal of those troops from their ordinary 
duties on the frontier creates a necessity for an 
increase. 

The argument of the Senator from New York, 
based on the expectation of a campaign, such as 
may prove to be true, would require a large in- 


| crease of the Army for that purpose, and if the 


Army were increased to the whole extent the bill 


| proposes, and the campaign should realize the 


expectations of the Senator from New York, it 


| would probably require all our troops to carry on 
| the service at that point. 


In the mean time our 
forts along the sea-board are wholly abandoned; 
all our troops are throwr on the frontier. We 
have now only at one or two points any artillery 


| force to hold possession of our fortifications. This 
intended to convey; but | wish to say one word || 
before closing, in reply to what I understood to || 


is a condition of things which I hold to be objec- 
tionable, against which we should provide. If 


| the campaign to Utah be made by the Adminis- 
| tration, as they have power to make it, and troops 
be withdrawn from other points, and it be neces- | 


sary to increase the force and put troops at the 
other points, | do not think it is right for Con- 
gress to refuse that increase because they may 
not approve of the campaign to Utah. They have 
not the power to prevent it, and therefore they 
are bound to submit to it. At the same time it is 
possible for us to get along without any garrisons 
in the fortifications. I rose merely to say that the 


argument based on the theory of the campaign to 
Utah, sometimes taken on the one side and some- 
times on the other, leads to a conclusion which } 
think is not true. 

Mr. PUGH. I propose to the Senator from 
New York an amendment, in the shape of a pro- 
viso, to the second and third sections of the Rl, 
which I think will accomplish his purpose. I 
propose to add to the second section the follow- 
ing: 

Provided, That after the expiration of two years from the 
date of this act, no further enlistment shall be made for any 
regiment, until each company thereosg shall be reduced to 
eighty privates. 

To the third section I propose to add: 


Provided, That after the expiration of two years from the 
date of this act, no further appoinument of assistant surgeons 
shall be made until the number thereof shall be reduced 
below the number heretofore allowed by law. 


Mr. SEWARD. Let it be printed 

Mr. PUGH. I offer these amendments inform- 
ally, and move that they be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the Senate ad- 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, January 26, 1858. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wiiuiam D. Harey. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


STENOGRAPHER TO SELECT COMMITTEE. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in 
order to be the ordering the main question on the 
following resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
STANTON: i 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed to inves- 
tigate the charges against members and officers of the last 
Congress, growing out of the disbursement of any sum of 
money by Lawrence, Stone & Co., be authorized to employ 
a stenographer, at the usual rate of compensation. 

The main question was ordered; and, under the 
operation of the previous question, the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES moved that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

' Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 ask the gentleman 
to withdraw his motion for one moment, to enable 
me to move to refer to a committee some papers, 
now on file, in reference to a private clain.. 

Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I would doso with 
a great deal of pleasure, but that debate closes at 
one o'clock to-day, and every moment that f 
would give away now would be deducted from 
the time of the gentleman who has the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest to 
the gentleman from Indiana, that the reference can 
be made under the rules of the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wins1ow in the 

| chair,) and resumed the consideration of House 
bill (No. 3) making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of invalid and other pensions of the United 
States, for the year ending 30th June, 1859, Mr. 

| Anperson being entitied to the floor. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise for 
the purpose of availing myself of the present on- 
portunity to submit to this House and the country 
the views that willcontrol my action In reference to 

'| theadmission of Kansas under the Lecompton con- 

|| stitution. But, before doing so, as 1 ama stranger 
here, belonging to neither of the prominent polit- 
ical parties, and having up to this time remained 
| a silent member, it may be well enough for me, 
in order that I may not be misunderstood Ly my 
political friends, nor misrepresented by my polite 

\; eal enemies, tc define my position. | am, sir, the 
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representative of a colistitdéncy who, looking to | 


the purity and permanency of our institutions, 
demand that the term for the naturalization of 
foreigners shall be extended; who desire to render 
harmless all foreign influence in our political af- 
fairs; who deny to Congress the constitutional 
power to interfere with the domestic institutions 
of either States or Territories; who insist upon 
a strict construction of the Federal Constitution; 
whe believe that the wisest and best relation that 
can subsistin this Government between the white 
and African races is that of muster and servant; 
and who ardenuy desire the harmony of the States 
of this Confederacy, and their perpetual union. 
These are the principles enunciated by me during 
my canvass in 1856, and fully indorsed by a very 
respectable mayorily of my constituents. These 
principles shall by me be defended to the utmost 
of my ability, whenever and wherever assailed. 
Permit me also to remark, before I advance to 
the discussion of the subject under consideration, | 
that I now find myself placed in a condition where 
i must from necessity act with one or the other 
of the prominent political parties in this House 
upon the great subject of our domestic institu- 
tions—a subject which, from my observations 
here, and the known sentiments and purposes of 
the Republican party, | am reluctantly and pain- 
fully forced to say is hurrying us on with fearful 
rapidity to that point of time in the history of our 
country when in all probability (without divine 


interposition) the chain that now binds this Union | 


together will be severed. 


Actuated by a loyal and unwavering devotion 


tomy country, I have no hesitancy in adopting the 
only course left me asa member of this Congress, 
and the representative of a just and intelligent, 
magnanimous and patriotic constituency; and that 
is, to support the Administration in every attempt 
to resist the fearful encroachments sought to be 
made upon the-constitutional rights of the South. 
By so doing, I am satisfied that I shall faithfully 
represent the will of the American party of my 
district and State, who have no affinity or sym- 
pathy with the hey of the Republican party. 
I come now, Mr. Chairman, to the contempla- 
tion of the important and agitating subject under 
consideration—a subject now engrossing the 
undivided attention of the American people—one 
that we should seek to settle wisely and judicious- 
ly; for the result of the disposition we may make 
of it will be either to allay or greatly increase this 
excitement. The lawless events connected with 
the history of Kansas have been the exciting 
theme for years; outrage after outrage has been 
perpetrated there; the laws of the Territory and 
the authority of the United States have both been 
contemptuously spurned and trampled under foot 
by a part of her population. No Territory of this 
Union has ever before been settled by such an 
ungovernable, reckless people. They have been | 
the source of continual trouble and expense to 
the Government; and if I do not greatly mistake 
the sentiment of a majority of the people of this 
nation, they demand that Kansas shall now be 
ad mitted as a State and left to manage her internal 
affairs in her own way. Then the excitement, be- | 
yond her own limits at least, will in all probabil- | 
ity pass away. 
L insist, Mr. Chairman, that no apparent cause 
exists in the proceedings of the people of Kansas 
if the formation of the Lecompton constitution, 
that can justify us in an her admission; but 
that we may rightfully, legally, and constitution- 
ally permit her to become one of the States of this 
Union, 
The celebrated Kansas-Nebraska bill approved | 
on the 30th of May, 1854, authorized the people 
of that Territory to elect representatives, make 








— 








Now, sir, in order to disabuse the public mind 
and satisfy the country that there never was an 
election law enacted that sought to guard more 
vigilantly the rights of the electors, and to secure a 
fair and full vote, than the Kansas convention act, 
I shall ask the reporters to append to my remarks 
a synopsis of it, and also certain parts of a letter 
from H. Clay Pate, indorsed by gentlemen of 
high respectability in the Territory of Kansas. 

You will perceive, from an examination of that 
act, that the probate judge of each county in the 
Territory was required to transmit to the Secre- 
tary and Governor of the Territory, immediately 
after the Ist day of May, and weeks before the 
inaugural address of Governor Walker, delivered 
on the 27th day of May, 1857, a list of the voters 
ineach county. Before the delivery of this ad- 
dress, itis fair to presume that Governor Walker 
had fully informed himself in regard to the affairs 
of Kansas. He knew that the registering of the 
voters could not by law be continued beyond the 
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| aud promote. Upon them, and upon the political pa 


Ist day of April; and he must have known, I pre- , 


sume, on the 27th day of May, what counties had 
failed to return the lists required by law, and the 
reasons why that failure had occurred. In that 
address he uses the following language: 


« But it is said that the convention was not legally called, 
and that the election will not be freely and fairly conducted. 
The Territorial Legislature is the power ordained tor this 
purpose by the Congress of the United States, and, in oppo- 
sing it, you resist the authority of the Federal Govenrment. 
The Legislature was called into being by the Congress of 
1854, and is recognized in the very latest congressional le- 
gisiation. It is reeuguized by the present Chief Magis- 
trate of the Union, just chosen by the American people, 
and many of its acts are now in operation here by univer- 
sal assent. As the Governor of the Territory of Kansas, I 
must support the laws and the constitution; and 1 have 
no other alternative, under my oath, but to see that all 
constitutional laws are fully and fainy executed. I seein 
this act calling the conveution no improper or unconsti- 
tutional restrictions upon the right of suffrage. I see in it 
no test oath, or other similar provisions objected to in re- 
lation to previous laws, but clearly repealed as repugnant 
to the provisions of this act, so far as regards the election 
of delegates to this convention. It is said that a fair and 
full vote willnot be taken. Who can safely predict such a 
result? Nor is it just for a majority, as they allege, to throw 
the power into the hands ofa mivority, from a inere appre- 

| hension (I trust entirely unfounded) that they will not be 
permitted to exercise the right of suffrage.” 


Thus you find himeulogizing the act, and giving 
it as his opinion that a fair election will be held; 
he anticipates that, in all probability, a portion 
of the people would not vote. Now, Governor 
Walker was very reniiss in advising himself of 
the affairs of the Territory if he did not know 
that they had determined not to vote; if he did 
not know that the people in those cBunties where 
no registry had been made were the warm, de- 
termined advocates of the Topeka constitution, 
and that they did not intend to participate in the 
election, and were resolved that no other consti- 

tution than that framed by the mobocratic Topeka 
convention should ever become the supreme law 
of Kansas. Had he sought information on this 
subject, I apprehend he would have ascertained 
that it was the fault of the people that no registry 
| was made in the counties where no vote was taken. 
| Hear the chief Executive of the nation on this 
| subject; a man who rises above the sectional pre- 
judices of the day. In his message, he says: 
‘© At the time of the election for delegates an extensive 


|, Organization existed in the Territory. whose avowed object 


it was, if need be, to put down the lawful government by 
| foree, and to establish a government of their own under the 
, so-called Topeka constitution.”’ 

The persons attached to this revolutionary or- 
| ganization abstained from taking any partin this 
| election. 
| They had a fair opportunity to exercise the right 
| of suffrage; but they preferred to follow theadvice 


of partisan leaders at a distance, and to continue 


that resistance to law and order that had marked | 


their own laws, and form and regulate their do- || their rebellious course from the time they set their 
mestic institutions in their own way. The twenty- || feet upon the soil of Kansas. The distinguished 


first section of that act provides that the time, 
ee manner of conducting all elections shal! 
»e prescribed by law, The people, under this 
act, met and elected their representatives to the 


| author of the Nebraska-Kansas bill, on the 12th | 


| day of June, 1857, but three days before the elee- 


\| tion for delegates, and six wecks after the expi- | 


|| ration of the time within which the registry of 


‘Territorial Legislature, On the 19th of February, | the votes was by law completed, and after it was 


1857, the Kansas Legislature 


ed an act pro- |, known that the ** emigrant aid’’ agitators and dis- 


viding for the election of delegates to frame a | organizers in Kansas did not intend to vote, de- 


State constitution. That election was held on the 
third Monday in June, and the convention met 
on the first Monday in September. Much has 
been said in the newspapers and elsewhere as to 


the ineflitiency of that law to secure a fair, honest i with the original States. Peace and prosperity now prevail 
througiiout dclequeee 


vote of the people. 


livered a speech at Springfield, Illinois, in which 
| he said: 


‘| © Kansas is about to speak for herself through her dele- 
|| gates, assembied in convention to form a consutution, pre- 


paratory to her adoussion into the Coion on an equal footing 


ber borders. The law under witich her 


It was then their own choice not to vote. | 
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are about to be elected is believed to be just and fair j 
its objects and provisions. ‘There is every reason to i s 
and believe that the law will be fairly interpreted an rn . 
partially executed, so as to insure to every hona fide in i 4 
itant the free and quict exercise of the elective franchi rab. 
“TP any portion of the inhabitants, acting under the a, 
vice of political Jeaders in distant States, shal! Sieekes, 
absent themselves froin the polls, and withhold their aon 
with a view of leaving the free-State Democrats in a ni; 4 
ity, and thus securing a pro-slavery constitution, in een. 
sition to the wishes of a majority of the people living uni, 
it, let the responsibility restou those who, for partisan ong 
poses, will sacrifice the principles they pro‘ess to ¢ a 


—— 





herish 
whose benefit, and under the direction of whose lode 
they act, let the blame be visited of fastening upon the D = 
ple of a new State institutions repugnant to their fee} se 
and in violation of their wishes. ‘The organic act ¢; car - 
tothe people of Kansas the sole and exclusive right of for: 

ing and regulating their domestic institutions to suit then, 
selves, subject to no other limitation than that which the 
Constitution of the United States imposes. The Demoeypsie 
party is determined to see the great fundamental principip 
of the organic act carried out in good faith. The present 
election law in Kansas is acknowledged to be fair and just 
The rights of the voters are clearly detined; and the exer. 
cise of those rights will be efficiently and serupulousty 
protected. Hence, if the majority of the people of Kansas 
desire to have it afree State, (and we are told by the Repub. 


’ 


| lican party that nine tenths of the people of that Territory 
| are free-State men,) there is no obstacle in the way of brins. 


| he may *‘ back down. 


ing Kansas into the Union as a free State by the votes and 
voice of her own people, and in conformiiy with the great 
principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act; provided all the 
free-State men will go to the polls, and vote their principles 
in accordance with their professions. If such is not the re. 
sult, let the consequences be visited upon the heads of those 
whose policy it is to produce strife, anareby, and bloodshed 
ia Kansas, that their party may profit by slavery ayitatiog 
in the northern States of this Union.”? 

Thus spoke Senator Doveras. The principles 
enunciated by him on that occasion, were just and 
true; and all we now demand is that they shall 
be faithfully carried out. He admits, and I desire 
to repeat it, that the election law is just and fair 
in all its objects and provisions, and if the free- 
State party fail to vote—acting under the advice 
of political leaders in distant States—let the re- 
sponsibility rest upon those whose poiicy it is to 
produce strife, anarchy, and bloodshed in Kansas, 


| that their party may profit of slavery agitation in 


the northern States of this Union. I hope, sir, 
that the Democratic party, as a body, will follow 
his advice, and enforce this responsibili'y though 
”? Sir, the position cannot 
be maintained that a portion of the people of Kan- 
sas had no opportunity to vote, and therefore the 
Lecompton constitution should be rejected, The 
opportunity was offered, and they refused to avail 
themselves of it. They did it voluntarily. They 
preferred to risk the consequences; let them now 
reap the fruit of their rebellion. Is the lawless 
spirit manifested by them to be sanctioned and 
encouraged by us, the representatives of a law- 
abiding people? Are we to become parties to their 
rebellious conduct, and permit them to triumph 
over law and order? No. Lapprehend we know 
too well the paramount importance of sustaining 
the laws of the country. 

But, sir, it is urged as an objection to the ad- 
mission of Kansas that the constitution made by 
delegated authority has not been submitted to the 
people. Is that any business of ours? Are we 
authorized to supervise their action in the form- 
ation of their government? Had not the people 


'the sole and unquestioned right to determine 


whether they would-have their constitution sub- 


| mitted or not?) They have rfot required it to be 





, ereign—then they have not the right to manag 


\ 


| done in the Kansas convention act. 


They have 
demanded it by no act of theirs. Then tel! me, ! 
ask, by what authority do we demand it? The 
act simply declares— 

That the delegates elected shall assemble in convention 


| at the capital of said Territory, on the first Monday in Sep- 


tember next, and shall proceed to form a constitution and 
State government which shall be republican in its form, |r 
admission into the Union on an equal footing with the or- 


| ginal States, in all respects whatsoever, by the name of the 


State of Kansas.’’ 

This is the only direction given to their dele- 
gates, from which it is evident that its submis- 
sion was not required. The people had the right 


| tointrust their delegates with the entire formation 


of their constitution. The startling and monstrous 
doctrine recently promulgated in certain quarters, 
that the people could not delegate this power (0 
their agents is utterly irreconcilable with the prin- 
ciple of popular sovereignty. If they had not the 
right to delegate that power, then they are not suv 
their affairs in their own way. On the contrary, 
I assert that the very highest exercise of popular 
sovereignty is the right to delegate power; with 
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wee out this power on the part of the people no rep- | of Kansas, published on the 17th of April, 1857. | it + pea as ee a granted or implied power, 
nd isn. resentative government could exist; and I believe || He says: yun — any Clause in that instrument, it has alto- 
* inhab. tis the first time in this country that I have | “The Government especially recognizes the territorial || gether escaped my observation; and [ think but 
cee. ; d it boldly asserted that the sovereign people || act which provides for assembling a convention to form a few, if any, of the great constitutional lawyers 
the ad. = stitute agents to transact their busi- || Constitution witha view to making application to Congress || whose names are conspicuous upon the pages of 
Ose to could not constitute age : are | for admission asa State into the Union. That act is re- || . try’s hist q have e it Py = 
r Votes, ness. ale garded as presenting the only test of the qualification of our country _ story, <n ever contended for 
Minor. jsit not absurd for you to undertake to limit or | voters for delegates to the convention; and all preceeding || Any such power in Congress. Suppose you reject 
| Oppo. -ontravene their authority to act by their agents, || repugnant restrictions are repealed. In this light the act | this constitution, and pass what you denominate 
2 under contri > time, declare th tl ame must be allowed to have provided for a full and tair expres- || an enabling act, and the people of Kansas should 
an pur. and, at the same time, Geclare that they possess |! vion of the will of the people through the delegates: who || ction and ad vy ituti i 
cherish sovereign pows rs? Are we not here to-day the |’ may be chosen to represent them in the constitutional con- || hold an election and adopt a constitution without 
arty for ents of the sovereign people, clothed by them || vention. Ido not doubt, however, that in order to avoid | any reference to its provisions: would you feel 
leaders a he most solemn and important functions? || all pretext for resistance to the peaceful operation of this || authorized to refuse them admission for the sim- 
sue ps0 with tne fided t h highest in- |, !}@W, the convention itself will, in some form, provide for || yJe reason that they did not choose to follow your 
‘clings, Have they not conaded to us the very highest in- || submitting the great distracting questions regarding their oe y b . h thei . 
ecurey terests of the nation? Are we not exercising sov- '! social institution which has so long agitated the people of || directions as to the form by which their consti- 
a Ee ereign power in regulating commerce with foreign | Kansas, to a fair vote of all the actual bona fide residents of || tution was made? I apprehend not. Why the 
ae nations; in coining money, and regulating the | 2 See — — and | necessity, then, of an enabling act for Kansas! 
naam value thereof; in declaring war; in raising and || eee ene oo nat tonitred a tas donee meen || Congress, at different periods in our history, has 
Wiciple supporting armies; In providing and maintaining | ple, I believe that Kansas will be admitted by Congress || admitted States that had formed constitutions 
sae a Navy; in the enactment of all laws necessary | without delay, as one of the sovereign States of the Amer | without enabling acts. The States of Tennessee, 
ad just, to carry on the machinery of this mighty Gov- || ican Union, and the territorial authorities will be immedi- || [owa, Michigan, Texas, Arkansas, Florida, and 
seats ernment; to protect the honor and integrity of |, *¢lY withdrawn.” || several others, I believe, were admitted without 
Kansas this Union; to promote and advance the greatin- || This wasthe language of Secretary Stanton to the || any authoritative act on the part of Congress. 
Repub. terests of this nation; and are our acts to be sub- people of Kansas, after the passage of the Kansas || T he ablestex ounders of the constitution of the 
fore mitted to them for ratification before they take | convention act, long before the election of dele- | United States admitted their right to form a State 
8 aud effect? No; our acts are their acts. If the laws || gates to the convention. He distinctly informed || constitution, without the permission of Congress; 
© great enacted by us are unwise or injudicious, they || them that the Government of the United States || and if so formed, that such State must be admit- 
an uae direct us Or others to repeal them. If the people || recognized the territorial act, which provided for || ted, if the constitution was republican in form. 
ae of Kansas do not like the Lecompton constitution, || assembling a convention to form a constitution; | Why, then, the necessity of any such act in ref- 
f those they can change it any time they think proper. |) that the “‘distracting question which had so long || erence to Kansas? One of two reasons must op- 
orshed They possess, as all must admit, the inherent and || agitated the people of Kansas would be submitted || erate upon those who demand it: either the tolera- 
— inalienable power to alter or remake their consti- || toa fair vote of the people.’’ He knew their views, || tion of slavery under the present constitution, or 
tution whenever they, in their wisdom, choose to || feelings, and sentiments, in relation to this dis- || a desire upon the part of anti-slavery men to keep 
ciples do so. | tracting question, and he doubtless concluded that || up this slavery agitation, and continue their frat- 
Bond Permit me, sir, to inquire how has it become || by giving them assurance that the question of || ricidal war upon the people of the South. 
shall so important to submit the constitution of Kansas || slavery would be submitted, (the only question | But, sir, every objection to this constitution that 
lesire toa vote of the people? When before in the his- | designed to be submitted,) they would be satisfied. || haman ingenuity can devise is being pressed upon 
d fair tory of this Government has it been demanded by || But no, sir; as intimated by Senator Dovexas, || our consideration. We are told that the ordinance 
free. the national Legislature that the constitution of | there were doubtless ‘‘other actors in this contro- || contains exorbitant demands from the general 
vice a State asking for admission should be first sub- || versy, far away from the borders of Kansas,” Government, on the part of Kansas, as regards 
he re- mitted to the vote of the people? The constitu- || who controlled and directed the movements of | the public lands. Admit it: and what then? I 
eo tions of Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, || the reckless Abolition army that had been quar- || suppose no gentleman here will seriously contend 
NSA, Missouri, Maine, Vermont, and Wisconsin were || tered on Kansas by the Emigrant Aid Society, |; that the ordinance is any part of the constitution, 
ag not submitted. Was the great doctrine of popu- || who urged that that deluded people should not || Surely no statesman will insist that we cannot 
more lar sovereignty violated in the admission of each |; submit to the legally constituted authorities of the || accept the constitution and reject the ordinance, 
ollow of those States? Did the great-and patriotic men || country. They obeyed; became rebels to the | I confess that 1 am altogether unwilling that we 

ough who then composed the national Legislature, and |; Government, and refused to vote upon this agi- | shall accede to the propositions contained in that 
— who, by their patriotism, their wisdom, their un- || tating question, fairly and legally submitted; and || ordinance; and if Kansas enters the Union, she 
Kan- equalled statesmanship, and devotion to the sov- | now have the temerity to ask us to reject the con- || must do so without any such exactions, “Tam 
re the ereignty of the peuple, reflected unfading honor | stitution and sanction this fell spirit of insubordi- || willing to give to her the same portion of the pub- 
The upon their country and its institutions—did they || nation to the legally constituted authorities of the || lic domain within her territory that we have given 
avail permit them to be robbed of this transcendant || land. Canany one doubtthe wisdomand propriety || to other States; but no more. 
Phey power? No, They knew, as every disinterested || ofsubmitting the slavery clause alone tothe people | But, sir, disguise it as you may, the real oppo- 
bese! statesman now knows, that the people had the lof Kansas? It was the question that far tran- || sition to Kansas is the slavery aspect it presents. 
vless right to exercise their sovereign power in the way || scended in importance and interest all others com- || We have been told by the leaders of the Repub- 
I and and manner they thought proper. | bined. Had it been involved with other ques- || lican party in this House that the submission 
law- Bat, sir, let me ask if the people of Kansas 1] tions, none will pretend that a fair expression of || of the slavery clause of the constitution was 4 
their have not had submitted to them by the conven- || the popular voice could have been had. ; The con- || * swindle and a cheat;”’ that even if that part of 
aeapn tion the great question that inadgurated the Kan- || stitution has been made in strict compliance with || the constitution which was submitted to the vote 
know sas-Nebraska bill, the question out of which has || the laws of the land; it is republican in form; and || of the people of Kansas had been stricken out, 
uning grown all the difficulties that have for so long dis- | we now have no other alternative left us| in the || that still slavery was perpetuated there. What 
tracted the peace, safety; and quietude of that || faithful discharge of our duty but to admit Kan- || disposition would those gentlemen have had the 
1e ad people? That act declares ‘that the true intent || sas as a State into this Union. The entire con- || convention to make of the slaves already in Kan- 
de by and meaning thereof is not to legislate slavery into || stitution is as unexceptionable in its provisions, || sas? Would it have been right, just, and consti- 
to the any State or Territory, nor to exclude it there- | if not more so, than the constitution of any of | tutional to have deprived the owners of their 
vides from, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free |; the States of this Confederacy. The framers of Wroperty in them—to have declared them free ? 
a to regulate their institutions in their own way.’’ || that instrament have availed themselves of the ould it have been just and honest to do so? 
eople Under it, ‘* Kansas,”” when admitted as a State, || wisdom and experience of the statesmen of our || How came they in Kansas; and under what 
= was to be received into the Union ‘* with or with- || country, and introduced into their fundamental || guayantees were they taken there? The Terri- 
| BUD out slavery, as their constitution may prescribe at || law many wise provisions, found together in no || tory of Kansas was the joint ae of the en- 
to be the time of theiradmission.’? The entire scopeand || one of our State constitutions. We may be indi- || tire people of the Union, It had een purchased 
have effect of the Kansas-Nebraska bill was to render || vidually opposed to some of the provisions in that || with common treasure, on the joint account of the . 
me, I ‘‘ void and inoperative the Missouri compromise || instrument; but it is not our right, nor within the | whole nation. The people of the South were 
The line,’ which prohibited siaVery north of 36° 30’. || scope of our authority, to pass upon them. They | equally interested with the people of the North, 
aes It reinstated a great principle; conferred upon the || alone concern the people of Kansas, not us. || in its ownership and joint occupation, and had the 
re pore a great and important right north of that But, sir, we are told by gentlemen who oppose || unquestionable right to take to that fae any 
an and ine—the right to regulate their institutions as || the admission of Kansas, that a law must be | species of property recognized by the Constitu- 
rm, {or they might choose: all other governmental rights || passed by the Congress of the United States to | tion of the United States; and no power there or 
Be SE they could exercise before. Immediately after the || enable the people of Kansas to elect delegates and || elsewhere had the right to deprive them of that 
of the passage of this bill, the controversy in regard to | form a constitution. My first reply to this prop- | property, without first paying them a just com- 
the institution of slavery in that Pertihors com- | ositionis, that Congress did pass such a law when || pensation—nor even then, unless it was needed 
dele- menced. It was the great and all-absorbing ques- || it enacted the Kansas-Nebraska bill. That bill || for public use. It would, in my opinion, have 
penis tion; the one that rose paramount to all others; | confers upon the people the right to provide by || been a monstrous outrage for the majority of the 
right the one that has alone convulsed that people and | law for all elections, and to manage their affairs || people of that Territory to have deprived the mi- 
ew produced the * strife, contention, and bloodshed”’ | in their own way; and under it, if authority was || nority of property taken there under the protec- 
trous that has brought everlasting disgrace upon that ,| necessary to make a constitution, they derived it. | tion of the Constitution of the United States, and 
rters, erritory, and given to it an unenviable name in |, But, sir, when once organized as a territorial gov- || guarantied and sanctioned by that instrament. I 
rer to the history of this country. It was the question || ernment, I deny that any such necessity exists. || should like to know by what code of morals, or 
oe that the Kansas bill designed should be settled by || Cannot the sovereign people act without our au- || upon what principle of common honesty, the 
oka the people; it was the only one that the greatbody | thority? Must they have permission from us to | Kansas convention could have liberated the slaves 
aa of that people expected ever to be submitted to | make a constitution—to exercise an inalienable | already in that Territory? Permit me te say that 
ene” them for their decision, until recently; and asev- || right—a power neither conferred upon us by the | when the Constitution of this Union ceases to a 
an ae of this fact, I call your attention to a part | people themselves nor the Constitution of the Uni- || tect the property of z TE Oe eee eee 
ithe of the address of the Hon. F. P. Stanton, then || ted States? Under what provision of that once | of this nation against the r ; 





tary and acting Governor of the Territory |) sacred instrument do you find such authority? If || fanaticism, then that Constitution fails to accom- 
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plish the great purposes for which it was designed | in Missouri. 
—then this Government becomes tyrannical, un- | 


just, and oppressive, and this Union valueless. 
Why this continued effort to outrage the rights 
and exasperate the people of the South to alienate 
forever thobe fraternal feelings that bind together 
the hearts of this entire nation? We of the South 
make no assault upon the people or institutions 
of any portion of this wide-spread Confederacy, 
and all that we ask or demand is, that you let 
us and ours slone. If slavery is either a moral, 
social, or political evil, the responsibility rests 
upon us, not you. We of the South recognize it 
a8 an institution, established in the early ages of 
the world, under the express authority of Heaven, 


and neither condemned nor interfered with by the | 


Savior of mankind in his glorious and benevolent 
mission to earth—an institution introduced and 


perpetuated by the descendants of the Pilgrims for | 


more than one hundred years before the Decla- | 


ration of Independence. 


. ! 
srought to these shores in large numbers by the 
people of New England, under the operation of | 


the slave trade, and held in bondage by them until 


they became satisfied that they were unprofitable | 


in their northern climate and the culture of their | 
Then, and not till then, a large por- | 


barren hills. 
tion of them were sold to the people of the South; 
and the money invested in other property. An in- 
stitution ratified and indorsed by our revolution 


| 


ary fathers; sanctioned and guarantied to us by 


the Constitution of the United States; that instru- 


ment, framed by the noblest, purest, and wisest | 


body of patriots, statesmen, and philanthropists 
that ever assembled on earth. An institution that 
has elevated the negro from barbarism to civiliza- 
tion and Christianity; that has placed the race in 
a better and happier condition than they ever oc- 
cupied before. An institution better adapted to 
their nature and capabilities than any ever devised 
by that disinterested philanthropy exhibited bya 
portion of the northern people, who ask us of the 
South to liberate our sluves and permit them to 
remain a part of our population, and at the same 
time refuses to allow them toemigrate to their own 
States. 

Great sympathy has been expressed for the 
negroes of the South, and the institution of sla- 


very denounced in this House in the most bitter | 


terms, by gentlemen representing the North. If 
{ am correctly informed, | apprehend they would 
find a much more commendable field for their op- 
erations and the outbursts of their philanthropy 
in first seeking to elevate in the scale of being that 
part of the race within the limits of their own 
States. Go to the cities and towns where the free 
negroes congregate, and you find them a lazy, 
miserable, poverty-stricken people, sunk into the 
lowest depths of moral degradation. Go, then, 
disinterested philanthropist, and contrast their 


social, moral, and physical condition with the | 


negroes of the South. There you see, asa gen- 


eral thing, ahappy, contented African race, well | 


fed, well clothed, well treated, well taken care of 
in sickness and in old age. 


And now, sir, while upon this subject, I desire | 


to correct a false impression that has been made 
in the North by the public press, in reference to 
the feelings a senuments of the people of Mis- 
sourt on the subject of slavery during and since 


the gubernatorial election in that State, which | 


took place im August last. You were told in sub- 
stance that the citizens there were upon the verge 
of emancipating their slaves. That public senti- 
ment was rapidly tending in that direction; that 
the candidate who ran in opposition to the nomi- 
nee of the Democratic party was a Free-Soiler, and 
the closeness of the contest between him and the 
Tlon. Robert M. Stewart, the Democratic candi- 
date, was evidence of the disposition of the people 
of Missouri to rid themselves of slavery. A more 
unfounded statement was never published to the 
American people. Major Rollins, the candidate 
of the Opposition, received a majority of the votes 
in many of the largest slaveholding counties of the 
State. He was regarded by the American party 
asa pro-siavery man. He proclaimed in his pub- 
he speeches that he was the owner of twenty- 
five slaves; and but four days before the election 
he announced in a public speech in my own city 
that he believed the wisest and best relation that 
could subsist between the white and African races 


violeatly opposed to the emancipation of slavery 


the honor to reside, in northeast Missouri, one of 


the strongest pro-slavery counties in the State, he | 


received a majority of four hundred and ey 
votes. In my opinion, the great body of the people 
of Missouri have never at any time since the or- 
ranization of the State been better satisfied with 
the institution of slavery, or more determined to 
resist all assaults upon it. The people of the 
North need not delude themselves with the idea 
that Missouri will yield up this institution. Itis 
with the people of Missouri, as I apprehend it is 
with the other slave States of the Union—the more 
bitter and violent the assaults of the common 
enemy of the South, the more closely will they 
cling to it,and the more determined their purpose 
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to defend it against every foe from within and 


from without. 
Permit me, also, to say a few words in defense 
of the citizens of Missouri against the denuncia- 


tions they have received from the people of the | 


North, and their representatives, for their inter- 
ference in the affairs of Kansas. ‘The people of 
Missouri watched, with jntense interest, the set- 
tlement of that Territory. I willingly confess that 
they were exceedingly desirous that it should be- 
come aslave State. Considerations of momentous 
importance were involved in its occupation. They 
deemed it of vast moment to their peace, safety, 
and quietude, to have upon their border a neigh- 
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In the very county in which I have || erence to the Territories of this nation 


accomplishment of the same purpose meee 
resorted to in regard to Kansas; for fear that the 
reénactment of the same scenes might be - 
duced in a more aggravated form. ca 
It is but right and just, Mr. Chairman, 
to say that when I speak of this improp 
unjustifiable interference on the part of the Nort 
with southern rights and southern institutions. 
I do not mean to include a large portion of that 
people. No; [ cherish the belief that the Creat 
pody of them love this Union, respect the Cen, 
stitution, and are disposed to do equal justice 
to every portion of this Confederacy. Woy\q 
from the bottom of my heart, that I could Say “4 
in reference to the whole people of the non-slaye. 
holding States. Then I should feel assured that 
this glorious Union was safe; that the stars and 
stripes that now command the respect and elicit 
the admiration of the whole civilized world, wou|q 
float perpetually over this Capitol; and we should 


for me 
er and 


, be able to transmit to our posterity the priceless 


bor that would not interfere with their property; | 


that would not, by incendiary publications and 
speeches, spread disaffection among their slaves, 
and render insecure their habitations. But not- 
withstanding the intense interest and anxicty felt 
by them upon this nanerets they never would have 
interfered had it not been for the unwarrantable 
and unjustifiable means resorted to by the Abo- 
litionists of the North, in the organization and 
machinery of emigrant aid societies. Elad these 
Abolitionists permitted Kansas to settle in the 
quiet, usual,and ordinary way in which the other 
Territories of this Union have been supplied with 
population, the citizens of Missouri would have 


heritage we received from our illustrious and peer- 
lessancestry. Hitherto, the North has treated yg 
with fairness and justice in the admission of new 
States. Until recently, one slave and one free 
State came into this Union together; but the non- 
slaveholding States now have the vantage ground 
—a majority in both the Senate and House of 
Representatives, with two free States asking for 
admission, which must still increase that majoy- 
ity. The South, I apprehend, if treated fairly, 


/ will make no objection to their admission. They 
_ have been settled in the usual and ordinary way, 


submitted without a murmur to any regulation | 
they might have made in reference to their do- | 


mestic insututions. But when they saw the people 
of the North impelled by a spirit of mad fanat- 
icism, organizing large moneyed associations, 
under the authority of one of the States of this 
Union, for the purpose of sending to that Terri- 
tory, ** to prevent the introduction of slavery,’’ a 


population such as they might gather principally | 
fromthe purleius of their large cities—such as had | 


recently landed upon our shores, unacquainted 


with our laws and Constitution, unimbued with | 


the spirit and genius of our institutions, for the 
purpose of molding and controlling the institutions 
of that Territory, and for the unjust and unconsti- 
tutional purpose of dispossessing the people of the 
South of their legitimate interest in it; with the 
undisguised object in view of compelling those 
who had gone, or might go, with slave property, 
under the protection and by the authority of the 
Constitution of the United States, either to for- 
sake their homesand flee the country, or yield up 
their property to the unconstitutional demand of 
this predatory army, whose next field of opera- 
tions, as announced by many of them, was Mis- 


Missouri think themselves excusable at least, if 
not justifiable, at the commencement of this un- 
holy crusade, in aiding in the protection of their 
rights 

Let me also say, Mr. Chairman, that when this 
excitement shall pass away, and when the faith- 
ful historian shall commit to paper the stirring 


events connected with the settlement of Kansas, | 
the people of this country will learn, and comiug | 
generations know, that the emigrant aid societies | 


of the North—by the character of the population 


they sent there, with the avowed purpose for | 


which it was sent—superinduced the outrageous 
and unlawful acts that have been perpetrated upon 
the soil of Kansas. 


And let me say to the gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts who spoke so eloquently the other day | 


in favor of the efficiency of this new mode for the 
‘* Americanizing of Central America and the set- 


tling of the Territories of this Union,”’ that it may | 
be safe to apply his policy to foreign | 


perh 


aps 
1] aaebkiheton countries; but let me advise him 
was that of master and servant, and that he was | 


in all sincerity, if he is a lover of peace, law, and 
order, never to advocate such an attempt in ref- 


duty to devolve on the prokete JaNe- 


without the illegal and improper interference of 
emigrantaid societies,and have been left perfectly 
free to form and regulate their domestic institu. 
tionsintheirown way. But when Kansas comes 
with her institutions and constitution, adopted 
under all the forms and sanctions of law; and after 
the people of that Territory, both free-State and 
pro-slavery men, in the election of State officers 
under the constitution, have recognized it as the 
supreme law of Kansas, we are still told she can- 
not enter this Union. It may be so, but | cannot 
believe it. I still entertain such an abiding conf- 
dence in the justice and patriotism of the American 
people, and their representatives here assembled, 
as assures me that the fearful act of rejecting Kan- 
sas will not be cosummated. 


[APPENDIX. 
Synopsis of the Kansas Convention Act. 


The act provides that the sheriffs of the several 
counties shall, between the Ist day of March and 
the Ist day of April, 1857, make an enumeration 
of all the free male inhabitants over the age of 
twenty-one years, with power to appoint depu- 
ties; and, in case of a vacancy in any county, the 

judg The list 
thus made is required to be filed in the office of 
the probate judge of each county, on or before the 
10th of April, 1857. The list of the voters of each 
county is to be posted up in three of the most pub- 
lic places in each election district. Said probate 


judge is required to remain in session each day 


from the time of receiving said returns, until the 


|| Ist day of May, 1857, to hear and determine all 


y 
| 


; || questions concerning the omission of any person 
souri; then, and not tll then, did the people of | 


from said returns, or the improper insertion of 
any name in said returns, or any other question 
affecting the integrity or fidelity of said returns; 
and as soon as said lists have been revised and 


| corrected, said judges are required to make out 


full and fair copies, and, without delay, furnish 
one copy to the Governor, and one to the Secre- 
tary. ‘The Governor shall cause said returns to 
be printed and distributed among the people, and 
one copy deposited with the clerk of each court 
of record in the limits of said Territory; also, 4 
copy delivered to each judge of the election, and 
at least three copies posted up at each place of 
voting. 

It further requires the judges and clerks of the 
election to be sworn, duplicate returns of the poll- 
books made-ut and certified by the judges and 
clerks—one deposited with the board of county 
commissioners, and the other transmitted to the 


| Secretary of State. 


It also provides that every bona fide inhabitant 
of the Territory of Kansas, on the third Monday 
in June, 1857, being a citizen of the United States 
over the age of twenty-one years, and who shal 
have resided three months next before said elec- 
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tion, in the county in which he offers to vote,and | Mr. ANDERSON moved to amend by reducing || for defraying 


no other person whatever, shall be entitled to vote |, 
at said election. — . 

It further provides for the punishment of any 

erson who, by menace, threats, or force, or b 
any other unlawful means, shall, directly or indi- 
rectly, attempt to influence any voter in giving 
his vote, or deter him from going to the polls, or 
disturb or hinder him in the free exercise of his 
right of suffrage at said election. 

‘|t further provides for the punishment of any 
erson holding said election who shall, willfully 
and knowingly, commit any fraud or irregularity 
whatever, with the intent to hinder, prevent, or 
defeat a fair expression of the popular will at said | 
election. 

It also requires all officers to make oath before 
entering upon the discharge of their duties, that 
they will faithfully and impartially discharge 
them. 


Extract of a letter from H. Clay Pate. 


« At the October election in 1856, a majority of five thou- 
sand votes were cast in favor of a convention, and at the ses- | 
sion of the Kansas Legislative Assembly, which met on the | 
second Monday of January last, [1857] ‘ all necessary provis- | 
sions were made for’ that convention. A law was passed, 
taking for its basis the principles of the celebrated Toombs 
bill, which Senator Dovuevas helped to make, and for which 
he voted. It provided for the registry of all the legal voters | 
ofthe Territory by the Sheriff of each county and his depu- || 
ties. The probate judges were required to hold courts or | 
sessions in convenient parts of the counties, and add to the | 
jists returned by the sheriffs any names accidentally or | 
wrongfully omitted. It also provided that in cases where | 
there was no probate judge, or he would not act, then the || 
sheriff should, and if there was no officer at all to perform || 
the duties specified, then the people might petition the Gov- 
ernor to appoint some one to carry out the law. The Gov- 
ernor says that ‘fifteen counties’ were entirely disfran- 
chised, ‘and by no fauit of their own.” Let us see. In | 
Franklin county, one of the ‘ oldest organized,’ Esquire 
Yocum, probate judge,was driven away by the Abolitionists, 
as was also Richard Goulding, sheriff of said county ; each 
of these officials was threatened with death should they at- 
tempt to perform the duties conferred upon them by the | 
registry law. Under the same circumstances, George Wil- || 
son, judge of probate for Anderson county, was prevented | 
from executing the law. So with Allen county; Passmore | 
Williams had to leave in order to save bis life. J. J. Bar- 
ker, probate judge of Breckinridge, being a free-State man, || 
refused to act. These four were the only organized counties 
not represented in the convention. Why not represented ? 
It was the fault of those who now complain, and ‘ on their 
heads, and theirs alone, will rest the responsibility.’ 

“It is well to observe that, of the nineteen counties 
spoken of as not represented, the census was not taken in 
four for the reasons stated ; the other fifteen were, for civil 
purposes, attached to organized counties, as follows : 

“Two, Richardson and Weller, to Shawnee ; 

“ Three, Madison, Butler, and Wise, to Breckinridge ; 

“ One, Coffee to Anderson ; 

“One, McGee to Bourbon ; 

“ Six, Greenwood, Hunter, Dorn, Wilson, Woodson, and 
Gregory, to Allen; 

“One, Brown to Doniphan ; 

“ One, Davis to Riley. 

“The counties of Brown, Washington, Clay, and Dickin- 
son, Were organized at the last session of the Legislature ; 
in the last named three there were no inhabitants. 

“The registry law was executed, and voters were regis- 
tered in the following counties : Johnson, Lykins, Lynn, 
Bourbon, Douglas, Shawnee, Doniphan, Atchison, Leaven- | 
worth, Jefferson, Nemeha, Calhoun, Marshall, and Riley. 

“It will thus be seen that the only counties really dis- 
franchised were the four in which Abolitionists would per- 
mit no registry to be taken ; and it is an established factthat | 
many factious people refused to tell their names, and other- 
Wise obstructed the officers—some giving fictitious appella- | 
tions, and others threatening the lives and property of cen- || 
sus-takers. 

_ “**'These officers were political partisans,’ and they ‘ re- 
fused or neglected to take any census or inake any registry, 
and therefore they were entirely disfranchised, and could not | 
and did not give a single vote.?2, Why did they not compel || 
the officers to do their duty? It was possible ; but if not, | 
they could have petitioned the Governor for redress. If the 
people of those counties could not and did not vote, it was | 
“a iault of their own,’ and on ‘ their heads, and theirs alone, 
will rest the responsibility.’ i 

* * * * * * * * * * | 

“From first to last, every opportunity has been given for | 
an Cxpression of the will of a majority; and now if the prin- 
ciples of a minority, as alleged, are to triumph in Kansas, | 
by the neglect or factious opposition of the so-called ma- 

jority, ‘on their heads, and theirs alone, will rest the re- 
sponsibility.’ H. CLAY PATE. 

“We concur 

“Georce W. 
= vention. 
rae J. Marsuatt, Democratic candidate for Gov- || 
or 
“ Wiu 


am G. Maruias, Democratic candidate for Lieu- | 
tenant Governor. 


oo: H. Danrortn, ex-member of the Lecompton Convention. 
ULAKE LiTTue, ex-member of the Lecompton Convention. 
Wesrrorr, January 4, 1858.’?] 


_ Before the conclusion of the above remarks, the 
time fixed by the House for closing debate upon 
the bill before the committee, arrived. 


oo bill was then read by paragraphs, foramend- | 


in the foregoing : 
McKown, ez-member of the Lecompton Con- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


|| priation 


| oe for the printing ordered by 


the appropriation in the last paragraph $1,000. 
He then proceeded to finish his remarks, as 
above printed. 
Mr. J.GLANCY JONES moved that the com- 
mittee rise, and report the bill to the House. 
The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose;and the Speaker having 
resumed the Chair, the Chairman (Mr. Winstow) 


_ reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union had, according to order, had 


| the Union generally unser consideration, and par- 


ticularly House bill (No. 3) making appropria- 
tions forthe payment of invalid and otherpensions 


_ of the United States, for the year ending June 30, 
1859, and had directed him to report the same back 
| to the House, with a recommendation that it do 


ass. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES demanded the 
vious question upon the engrossment of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time; and being engrossed it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 


re- | 


GLOBE. 
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a 


the printing of the first session of 


the Thirt ourth Congress and applied it to pa 
for the pelating ordered by the Thirty -Third Coa 


gress. The jointresolution attracted no particular 
attention atthattime. While it did not diminish 
the deficiency, yet, to a certain extent, it has 
placed a deficiency on the Thirty-Fourth Con- 
gress which was in part incurred by the Thirty- 
Third Congress. [am not going into the inquiry 
where blame or censure ought to rest—I mean, to 
say which Congress is to blame for the creation 
of this deficiency, which we have felt it to be our 
duty to recommend should be paid. Every dollar 
which this bill appropriates has the sanction of 


| resolutions passed by the House of Representa- 


made at this session, is caused by the 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES demanded the previ- || 


ous question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. J.GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider 


| the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 


moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 


I move that the | 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union. 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I desire to send 
a resolution to the Speaker’s chair, and have it 


referred to a committee. 


Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I cannot give way. 
I am very anxious to get along with the appro- 
bills. If I yield to one I must to another. 

The motion was agreed to. 
So the rules were suspended; and the House 


tives, or by the Senate, or by joint resolutions. 
Sir, one of the heaviest items of expenditure 
provided for by this bill, as we are informed by 
the Superintendent of Public Printing in his report 
printing of 
the report of the results of the United States naval 
astronomical expedition to the southern hemi- 
sphere. This report was made by Lieutenant 
Gilliss,and was ordered to be printed before it was 
written—before it was communicated to either 
House of Congress, and consequently before its 
probable cost could be ascertained. A resolution 
was reported by Mr. Stanton, then chairman of 


the Committee on Printing, providing for the 


printing of six thousand extra copies of the report 


| for the use of the House. Several years before, it 


| was deemed important thatan officer of the Navy 


should be sent to the coast of Chili for the purpose 
of making certain astronomical observations; and 
Lieutenant Gilliss was assigned for the discharge 
of that duty. I was a member of the Thirty- 
Third Congress when his report was ordered to be 


| printed; but I had no expectation that the history 
Mr. CLINGMAN. With the permission of || 


of Chili was to be written by that gentleman. Yet 


| if gentlemen will examine the report they will find 


that the first volume is a history of Chili. If the 
House of Representatives desire to employ a his- 


| torian to write the history of this or any other 


| nation, I desire to have a voice in the selection. 


resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole ‘|| 


on the state of the Union, (Mr. Eneuisu in the 


| chair. ) 


DEFICIENCY BILL FOR PRINTING. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire that the committee shall 
take up the bill reported by the Committee of 
Waysand Means, and referred to this committee, 
making appropriations to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for printing in former Congresses. 


| The general debate can go on upon that bill, and 


Some two or three volumes of this work have 
been printed, and I understand that in all it will 
embrace six or seven volumes quarto, with large 

lates, and many engravings. Engravings and 
ithographs accompany the written matter already 
published; and for the volumes yet to be issued, 
engravings have already been executed, and oth- 


|| ers are in the process of completion by those who 


have the contracts to furnish them under the joint 


_ resolution directing the Superintendent of Public 


I desire that the House shall act upon it at as || 


early a day as practicable. I therefore ask the 
unanimous consent of the committee to take up 
that bill. 


Mr. HOUSTON. It is an appropriation bill, 


/ and you can move to take it up. 


Mr. PHELPS. Very well. I move to take up 
that bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
taken up for consideration. 


The CHAIRMAN. The bill will be read by | 


sections for amendment. 
bill was read, as follows: 


That for the purpose of defraying the deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the paper for the printing, and for the bind- 
ing, engraving, and lithographing ordered by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the Thirty-Third and Thirty- 


The first section of the 


| Fourth Congresses, the following sums of money are hereby 
| appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 


wise appropriated. 


Mr.PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, in seeking the 


floor, I do not desire to inflict upon the committee 
|| a speech, but simply to give a brief explanation 


of the bill; and I shall endeavor to confine my re- 
marks to the subject-matter now under considera- 


| tion, leaving to other gentlemen who are desirous 


Printing to enter into contracts for furnishing 
maps, drawings, illustrations, &c., to accompany 
works which have been ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. I would be 
glad if the gentleman would furnish to the House, 


| while upon that subject, some information in re- 


gard to the cost of the different plates in those 
works. There have been some strange rumors 
in the country on the subject. [I have heard it 
stated that the plates of parrots cost $10,000. Now 
how much do the other plates cost—of lizards, 
&e., &e.? 

Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman expects that 
I can tell the cost of every engraving or plate 
which may be prepared for Gilliss’s report, he is 
mistaken. Itis impossible for any one man to 
attend to every detail in such matters. It is im- 
possible to tell how much every cut or illustra- 


| tion costs by itself, or how much they cost in the 


aggregate, unless by a member of the special com- 


| mittee raised to investigate the cost of the public 


printing, who may require such specific state- 


| ments to be furnished by the Superintendent of the 


to deliver their opinions on other questions of im- || 


exercise of the privilege of occupying the floor 
for that purpose. 


At the first session of the last Congress, Mr. 


ply deficiencies which had occurred in the appro- 
the two 
ouses of the Thirty-Third Congress. That joint 


resolution was, in fact,an appropriation bill; for | 


_ portance, which will come before this House, the | 


| Chairman, a joint resolution was passed to sup- | 


Public Printing, tocommunicate it to the House, 
in compliance with its specific order. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina. If the gen- 
tleman does not possess the information, ! think 
he ought to before he asks this House to vote for 
this appropriation bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Let me make a re- 
mark, 

Mr. PHELPS. 


One atatime. If the gentle- 


-man from North Carolina expects that I can tell 


} 


the cost of any block of marble of this Capitol, 
although | am a member of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, whence the appropriation to 
ay for the extension comes, he is mistaken. 
hat is a matter of detail which no man can in- 
form himself unless he has all of the documents 


it diverted a portion of the amount appropriated || before him appertaining to the contracts which 
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T 
may have been entered into, For several of these 
works, sir, there are at least one hundred plates, 
engraved or to beengraved. For Emory’s report 
one hundred and thirty-six plates have been con- 
tracted to be engraved in Paris. A portion have 
been engraved and furnished to the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing. Another portion have re- 
cently arrived and are now at the custom-house 
in New York, and the remainder of them are be- 
ing engraved. These are the plates for the report 
of the Mexicen boundary commission, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I willask the gen- 
tleman a question, which he can answer, I have 
no doubt. Is this appropriation designed to com- 
plete the work not yet begun? Is it designed to 
complete any volumes of Gilliss’s report not yet 
eommenced to be printed? Can any of them be 
dispensed with? 

Mr. PHELPS. Whether any of the volumes 
of the report of Lieutenant Gilliss can be dispensed 
with I am not prepared to say. The appropria- 
tion embraces the money which is deemed neces- 
sary to complete Gilliss’s report so far as it has 
been furnished to the Superintendent of Public 
Printing, and so far as the plates, engravings, and 
illustrations necessary to accompany the report 
have already been contracted for. 

But, sir, so far as manuscript, hereafter to be 
furnished, is concerned, there are no data upon 
which any estimate could be made, for you do 
not know the amount of manuscript which Lieu- 
tenant Gilliss may yet furnish to the Secretary of 
the Navy to be transmitted to the Superintendent 
of Printing, nor do you know how many maps 
and i!!ustrations he oe advisable shall accom- 
pany that work. 

I wes remarking, sir, that this extraordinary 
expenditure has been brought upon the House 
and upon Congress by the heedless (1 use the 
term heedless, and | mean it) and reckless man- 
ner in which both Houses of Congress have voted 
for the printing of public documents. 

Mr. BRANCH. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Missouri a question before he leaves that 
point. I understand the gentleman to say that 
this printing of Gilliss’s report isin pursuance of 
a resolution adopted long ago. Now, I wish to 
inquire of the gentleman from Missouri whether 
there is any restriction placed upon Lieutenant 
Gilliss in the preparation of that book ; or whether 
there is any existing law requiring that, when 
Lieutenant Gilliss prepares another volume of that 
work, ii shail be handed to the Public Printer, 
and the Public Printer be compelled to have it 
printed, without further action of Congress? 

Mr. PHELPS. I will answer that question by 
reading the resolution of the House under which 
this report of Lieutenant Gilliss was ordered to be 
printed. During the first session of the Thirty- 
Phird Congress, the following resolution was 
reported from the Committee on Printing, and 
lanied by the House: 





* Resoived, That there be printed and bound, by the Pub- 
lic Printer and Binder of the House, six thousand copies of 
the report, and two thousand copies of the observations of 
the United States naval astronomical expedition to Chili— 
five hundred copies of the report and observations for the 
use of the Secretary of the Navy, two hundred and fitty for 
the superintendent of the expedition, and the remainder for 
distribution by the members of the present House; said 
work to be printed in quarto or octavo form, as the work 
‘will admit and the Committee on Printing may direct.” 


That, sir, is the resolution under which the 

rinting of Gilliss’s report was ordered by the 
Sa The House delegated its authority to 
the Committee on Printing to make a contract for 
the printing of that work, either in octavo or in 
quarto form; and for the binding of that work in 
such manner as the committee might direct it to 
be bound. That was an innovation upon the law | 
providing for the binding of public documents; 
for you have a resolution upon the statute-book 
which directs that all public documents of two | 
hundred pages of printed matter shall be bound, | 
provided the cost of binding docs not exceed a | 
certain amount; and there 1s no order made by 
the House for the binding of such documents. | 
But the Committee on Printing reported that res- | 
olution to the House during the bret session of | 
the Thirty-Third Congress, and the House of | 
Representatives sanctioned the innovation which | 
it was proposed to make, and the mandate went | 
forth to the Public Printer to print the work either | 
iM octavo or quarto form, and to print the number 
ef copies specified in the resolution, In pursu- | 


H 





‘| ance of that resolution of the House, the Com- 


mittee on Printing directed the work to be pub- 
lished in quarto form, and to be bound in the style 
in which it has been bound, and in which it has 
been furnished to members for distribution. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I desire to correct a state- 
ment which the gentleman has just made. The 
Committee on Printing of this House has no 
»ower to change the character of any work. It 
is the joint committee of the two Houses. 

Mr. PHELPS. When I spoke of the Commit- 
tee on Printing, I meant the Joint Committee on 
Printing. [am aware that it is a joint committee. 


Mr. NICHOLS. So I presumed. I merely 


_ wanted to prevent misapprehension. 


Mr. DAVIDSON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri whether the appropriations 
which the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 


| mend is intended to cover expenses already in- 
curred or prospective expenses? 


Mr. PHELPS. In reply to the inquiry pro- 

ounded to me by the gentleman from Louisiana, 
Twill state, as I have already stated, that it is for 
the purpose of paying for work already executed 
by the Public Printer; it is to pay for paper 
already furnished by the contractors, and which 
has been received by the Superintendent of Print- 
ing, and issued to the Public Printer; it is to pay 
for engraving, electrotyping, and lithographing 
already executed and now in process of being 


| executed. 


Then, Mr. Chairman, there was another work 


| ordered to be printed during the Thirty-Third 


Congress. I refer to the report of the Pacific 
railroad surveys. ‘That work was ordered to be 
printed, and the Committee on Printing on the 
part of the House was clothed with authority to 
direct it to be printed in quarto form, and did so 
direct; they also had power to direct the printing 
of the maps, engravings, and illustrations to ac- 
company those surveys. When that report was 
ordered to be printed, it was supposed it would 
only make some twoorthree volumes. Such, at 
least, was my expectation. We had appropriated 


| money for the survey of the several routes, for 


the purpose of determining upon the practicability 
of those proposed routes for a line of railroad to 
the Pacific ocean, and I was desirous that those 
explorations should be published; for even if they 


| gave us no valuable information upon the subject 
. * ? 
of a line of railroad, still they were explorations 


of unknown regions of our own country, and 


_ ought, therefore, to be published on that ground. 
| They were Government explorations of the coun- 


try inhabited by Indians, lying to the far west of 


_the Mississippi, and of passes in the mountains, 


of which we had, then, very meager and scanty 
information. 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire to know of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, if he can tell this commit- 
tee how much of the appropriations asked for in 
this deficiency bill is for work yet to be done? 

Mr. PHELPS. The inquiry of the gentleman 
cannot be answered. If an engraver is engaged 
in engraving a plate and it is but half executed, 
how can you obtain information of the exact 
amount that that work has cost up to that point ? 
Again, how can you ascertain the exact amount 
of expense which has been incurred by the Public 
Printer, whois, perhaps, engaged at this very time 


| in executing work which you have directed him 


_ to perform? 


Can you stop the press when a vol- 


_ume has been half or two thirds completed, and 





| 
| 


| 


make a computation of the cost? Before you could 
make the computation and then get reports from 
the lithographers and engravers, employed in the 
cities of Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
New York, and Albany, you would find that the 
work would be executed, 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman asks mea 
question, and [ will answer it. It strikes me that, 
when the estimates were furnished him by which 
he made out this deficiency bill, it owe have 
been a very easy matter to ascertain what part 
had been commenced, and what part had not been. 
We are asked to vote $790,000 as a deficiency for 
public printing; and I am unwilling to vote that 
unless | know what itis for. The first informa- 
tion that I want to get from the gentleman from 
Missouri is, how much has been executed, and 
how much the Government actually owes, And 
then I want to stop that part which has not been 
furnished or commenced. Hence my inquiry, 
and hence my desire to have this information. 








CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_bama is not in order. 





January § 26, 


a = 
Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle. 


man 
Mr. PHELPS. One at a time 
Mr. HOUSTON, I propose t 
man for information. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 


The genlleman from Mis- 





, if you please, 
0 ask the gentle. 


souri has the floor. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Iam aware that the gentle. 
man from Missouri is entitled to the floor: and 
that unless the gentleman thinks proper to yield 
for a question 
Mr. PHELPS. I cannot submit to be catechizeg 
until I answer the questions already put to me 
If the gentleman from Alabama will wait a lit. 
while, we will get along faster. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Very well; we will see. 
Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Burvett) makes an inquiry of meas to how 
we came to submit this estimate, when, by obtain. 
ing information from the Superintendent of Public 
Printing, and by obtaining information from the 
Clerk of the House 
Mr. BURNETT. That is not my inquiry. 
Mr. PHELPS. I always like to be allowéd to 








/make my own speech, and in my own form; and 


I do not like gentlemen on the floor of the House 
to direct me to proceed to a certain portion of that 
which I intend to comment upon, before I reach 
it in my own proper time. If the gentleman in- 


| quires in reference to the report of Gilliss, I tel! 


him, just as I have told other gentlemen in regard 
to that report, thatitis impossible to fix the amount 
of the work done on an uncompleted volume. Bat 
we do not propose in this bill to appropriate money 


for work where the manuscript has not yet been 


| deposited with the Secretary of the Navy, or sent 


to the Superintendent of Public Printing. That 
is the answer in reference to the work of Gilliss, 
So I say with reference to the work of the Pacific 
railroad surveys and explorations. 

On that point I was going to invite the atten- 
tion of my friend from Kentucky, and also of 
my friend from Alabama, [Messrs. Burvert ani 
Hovsron,] to the fact that here are some seven 
volumes of this report that have been completed, 
8o far as the printing is concerned. Seven vol- 
umes have been executed by the Public Printer, 
and a portion of them have been bound; a por- 
tion has not yet been bound; and yet we propose, 
in this appropriation bill, to appropriate money 
for the binding of these volumes that are yet un- 
bound. As to the reports of explorations and 
surveys to ascertain the most practicable and eco- 


| nomical route for a railroad from the Mississippi 


river to the Pacific ocean, ordered at the second 
session of the Thirty-Third Congress, the print- 


| ing of seven volumes of this report has been com- 
| pleted, four of which have been bound, and the 


other three are nearly ready for the binder. The 
letter-press and most of the illustrations for the 
eighth volume are printed; but some delay will 
be occasioned in its completion, in consequence 
of the destruction by fire, in Philadelphia, of ten 
of the copperplates. It is estimated that the en- 


| tire work, when completed, will make eleven large 


quarto volumes, including one volume of maps 
and profiles. 

Here are eleven volumes, including maps aid 
profiles. A portion of these maps and profiles 
have been executed. What portion yet remains 
to be executed, I cannot inform the committee; 
but I am informed that a large portion of them 
have been executed. The completion of them has 
been delayed in consequence of the destruction 
of some of the plates in the fire at Philadelphia. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Now, my question to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri is this: ‘he speaks of seven 
volumes being complete so far as the printing 1s 
concerned, and says that the eighth volume has 
progressed, and that the whole number of vol- 
umes will be eleven. Then, I understand from 
him that there are three volumes not yet com- 
menced at all? Now I ask the gentleman to state 
to us what these volumes cost each to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and the relations be- 
tween the volumes; whether, if the publication 
stop where it is, including the eighth volume, or 
excluding the eighth volume, the information !s 
not as perfect, or nearly so, as if the whole eleven 
volumes be printed ? 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Alabama 
is a little mistaken in assuming that I have con- 
ceded that there are three volumes of this work 





, 


1858. 


——— 


——— 
yet unto 
m. | sta 
yinted, @ 
yolume W 
accompa 
would am 
of maps at 
portion ot 
ready exe 
left unexe 
man what 
giiention, 
the resolu 
cuted. 
the secone 

‘“ Resolve 
ten thousan 
to the Pacil 
of War, cm 


neer, of as 
fort Hall at 
and the re 
fram the he 


of Calitorn 
panymg ea 
This r 
printed, ti 
to accom 
an < xplo 
undertak 
yropriath 
Dacific. 
Mr. La 
Delegate 
STEVENS. 
Mississiq 
1853. 
rely dif 
route wa 
tary of 5 
ernment, 
instruct 
ploratiot 
the Miss 
ten whe! 
was it st 
afler—p 
after, th 
rectly. 
passed, 
of War, 
Mr. Lar 
to him, 
road sul 
Agai 
ordered 
dertake: 
and wit 
the Gov 
tives th 
tion wh 
the pri 
request 
inform: 
such a 
1 say 
orderin 
have bi 
gress, 
rule to 
that ur 
—one | 
rintin 
; Mr. | 
Docun 
Ways 
intend 
the def 
and lit 
Nos. | 
of aces 
I fin 
accord 
Public 
$104.0 
yet to 
I fin 
Thirty 
done ¢ 
teen t} 
and 3 
work 
ropo 


w | 








yet untouched. The gentleman misunderstood | 
me. 1 stated that seven of them were entirely 
inted, and that a large portion of the eighth 
volume was printed, with the illustrations to 
ecompany It. 1 stated that the whole work | 
would amount to eleven volumes, including one 
of maps and plates, and profiles; and that a large | 
portion of the engravings of this volume were al- 
ready executed. Thus there are but two volumes 
left unexecuted; and | cannot inform the gentle- 
man what they consist of, I desire to invite his | 
attention, and the attention of the committee, to | 


a 


the resolution under which the printing was exe- | 
ceuied. The following resolution was adopted at || 


the second session of the Thirty-Third Congress: | 


« Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House, 
ten thousand copies of the reports of surveys for a railroad 
to the Pacific, made under the direction of the Secretary | 
of War, etubracing the report of F. W. Lander, civil engi- 
neer, of asurvey of a railroad route from Puget Sound, by 
Port Hall and the Great Salt Lake, to the Mississippi river, 
and the report of J. C. Frémont, of a route for a railroad 
fram the head waters of the Arkansas river into the State 
of California, together with the maps and plates uccom- | 
papying each of said reports necessary to iliustrate them.”? | 


This resolution directed two reports to be | 
printed, together with the plates and illustrations | 
to accompany them, which were the history of 
an exploration not authorized by Congress—not 
undertaken in pursuance of the act making ap- | 
+ ga fur the survey of a railroad to the || 


acific. 

Mr. Lander accompanied my friend, the present || 
Delegate from Washington Territory, (Governor 
Srevens,] in his exploration of a route from the 
Mississippi river to Puget Sound, in the year 
1353. Mr Lander, however, returned by an en- 
tively different route, but the report of his return | 
route was not then communicated to the Secre- | 
tary of War, nor was he employed by the Gov- 
ernment, nor was he acting in pursuance of any 
instruction from the Secretary of War, in his ex- 
ploration from Puget Sound, by Salt Lake, to | 
the Mississippi river. His report was not writ- 
ten when this resolution passed the House; nor 
was it submitted unt} six or eight months there- 
afler—perhaps | might say twelve months there- 
after, tiough My memory may not serve me cor- 
rectly. About nine months after this resolution 
passed, I had a conversation with the Secretary | 
ef War, (Colonel Davis,) who informed me that | 
Mr. Lander’s report had net then been submitted 
to him, nor filed in the office of the Paciiic rail- 
road surveys. 

Again, the report of John C. Frémont was 
ordered to be printed. That expedition was un- 
dertaken by himself, solely with his own means, 
and without being authorized or sanctioned by 
the Government; yet the House of Representa- 
tives then had such a desire to have the informa- 
tion which he might contribute, that they ardered 
the printing of a document before it was even 
requested, and even before the House had any 
information that Colonel Frémont would write 
such a report. 

1 say the fault rests with Congress itself, in 
ordering the printing of documents before they 
have been communicated to either branch of Con- 
gress. I shall prescribe for myself, in future, a 
rule to prevent these extravagant expenditures, | 
that unul a report shall be presented to Congress | 
—one branch or the other—I will not vote for its 
printing or its publication. 

Mr.GARNETT. I find, sir, in Miscellancous 
Document No, 36, addressed to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, from the office of the Super- 
inteudent of the Public Printing, in reference to 
the deficiencies in the public printing, engraving, 
and lithographing, and paper, statemenis marked 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, each containing distinct items 
of account, 

I find in No. 4, that the amount of deficiency, 
according to the report of the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, for paper, due and unpaid, is 
$104,000. ‘fhe remaiming $65,000 is for paper 
yet to be furnished. 

I find in No. 1, that the work ordered by the 
Thirty-Third and Thirty-Fourth Congresses, 
one and unpaid, amounts to a little over seven- || 
teen thousand dollars. ‘The amounts in Nos. 2 | 
and 3 are, in the aggregate, $105,000, which is for | 
work not yet done. Now the question which I 

Fopose to the gentleman from Missouri is this: | 
se this bill is amended so as to pay for the | 
Work already done, but make no. approysiation for | 


i ccnenctensnnceneegememmemnns 
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| man. 0 
tention to a tabular statement numbered 4 in this 


the work not yet done: will not the effect be the 


very thing the gentleman from Missouri has indi- 
eatéd thathe desires? And will not this Congress 
thereby puta restraintand check upon the extrav- 
agatnce of its predecessors? 

Mr. PHELPS. I have two answers to the 
question of the gentleman from Virginia. The 
question of the gentleman scems to presuppose 
that it is the duty of the Committee of Waysand 
Means to provide for stopping the publication of 
these works; and, in reference to this matter, I 
have this reply to make, and it is in order to repel 
the presumption of delinquency upon the partof 
the Committee of Ways and Means: the Com- 


past, been charged with absorbing the whole busi- 


| ness of the House; that nothing could take place 


unless it emanated from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, or was accepted as an amendment to 


their bills. 
In the next place, the gentleman from Virginia 


/is aware that itis the duty of the Committee of 


Ways and Means, in an appropriation bill, not to 


provide for legislation, but for the appropriation || 


of such money as may be needed to meet the ex- 


And moreover, the gentleman from Virginia 


will bear in mind that a select committee was 


_ raised by a resolution introduced by his colleague, 
| (Mr. Srra,] for the express purpose of inquiring | 


into the expenditures which had been incurred 
on accountof the public printing, and to report to 
the House what measures are necessary to cur- 


_ tailthoseexpenses. Then,as we findacommittee 
| specially charged with this subject, and as we find 


that these appropriations are necessary to meet 
the obligations of the Government, which had 
been assumed and contracted for, we could not 
report for curtailing these expenses, or for stop- 


| ping the execution of the work. 


Now, as to the specific inquiry of the gentle- 
The gentleman from Virginia calls my at- 


report of the Superintendent of Public Printing, 
in which there is reference to the fact that there 


| are certificates issued by the Superintendent of 
| Public Printing to the amount of $104,000, which 
| is on account of paper furnished to the preceding 
|| Superintendent. 
| by the Superintendent of Public Printing, and even 


Kut sinec this report was made 


at that time, there was an additional amount of 
paper which had been used in printing the second 
volume of the Commercial Relations. Gentlemen 
will recollect that the first, third, and fourth vol- 
umes of that report have been printed and dis- 
tributed; and the question arises, could you stop 
the printing of the second volume? But, sir, I 
am informed that nearly all the second volume 


| has been printed now, and that itis nearly ready 


to be delivered to the binder. 

Again, in reference to the amounts which are 
due the Public Printer according to the statements 
marked 1, 2, and 3, to which the gentleman has 
called my attention, | have this to say: that no 
bill is considered by the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Printing as due the Printer for any portion 
of a-volume until he shall have executed the en- 
tire volume. For instance: he may be engaged 
upon the eighth volume of the Pacific railroad re- 
port, as he isat this time, and he may have printed 
all but the last ten or twenty pages of the work. 
Theveis nothing due now; but when he shall have 


| finished these few additional pages, when he shall 
| have printed all the manuscript which has been 


furnished for the work, he is then entitled to the 
sum to which the work amounts according to 
the Jaw regulating the rate of public printing; so 
that if we had appropriated simply the amount 


| due at the time the bill was reported, by the time 


the House had acted upon the bill another sum 
would have become due, and we should have 
been compelled to raise the figures, if we had fol- 
lowed the suggestion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. These remarks are applicable, I think, 
both to the first, second, and third tabular state- 
ments. 

Mr. GARNETT. I presume, then, that it is 
impossible, from this report of the Sth of Decem- 
ber, to distinguish bewween the work. already 
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| penses arising under existing laws, or authorized || 
| by the resolutions of one or the other branches of | 
) That is made our duty; and hence, | 
| acting as we did, under that authority, we have 


| made the recommendations which appear in this || 
| bill. 


| expenditure is a proper subject in this bill? 
mittee of Ways and Means has, for several years | 


i 
| 
| 
| 


executed, and the work still to be executed. I 
learn, with astonishment, I may say, that it is 
the duty of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to register all of the extravagant estimates from 
every Department of the Government, instead ef 
recommending to a Democratic House a reduc- 
tion of these estimates to the proper and Demo- 
cratic economical standard. 

I am ignorant of the rules of this House, if the 
proper object of a deficiency bill is not to provide 
for the payment of work already done, and for 
which no appropriation has previously been made. 
I would ask the gentlemen whether prospective 
is 
it not the duty of the Committee of Ways .and 
Means to inform this House what part of the 
estimates submitted by the Departments of the 
Government is really for a deficiency, and how 
much is fora debt that we ought to sanction ina 
deficiency bill? 

Mr. PHELPS. I will answer the gentleman. 
He has asked me already whether we can dispense 
with volume third. I will refer him toa report 
which sustains the answer I gave bim. Is the 
| gentleman prepared, if the Printer of the House 
has executed two thirds of a volume, to dispense 
with the work, and refuse to. pay for the work 
already done? 

Mr. GARNETT. I want to know:what the 
Printer has done; and what work is not yetdone? 

Mr. PHELPS. Itisthat question which: lam 
| proceeding to answer. The gentleman should 
have looked a little further than he has-done into 
the report of the Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing, made to Congresson the 5th of December last. 
The second volume of the commercial relations 
is nearly finished. It was not commenced at that 
time. The Superintendentof Public Printing then, 
in the gentleman’s view, will have to go to the Pub- 
lic Printer every litde while—for these works are 
progressing all the time—to ascertain what 19 fin - 


|, ished and what is not. The second volume ef the 


| commercial relations is finished .excepting trim- 
ming, which can soon be done. I will read the 


| resolution ordering the prinung of these commer- 
cial relations. 


| Mr. GARNETT. -While the gentleman is 
| looking for the resolution, I wish to put a ques- 
tion or two to him. The paper for this second 
| volume of the Commercial Relations, upon which 
| he rests so much stress, was estimated by the 
proper Department at $14,000, and the printing at 
$12,000, making an aggregate of $26,000, out of 
| the sum of $200,000. 

{ will call his attention to another point. He 


|| stated, in the beginning of his remarks, that a 


portion of this appropriation was to pay for work 
| not only not done, but the manuscript for which 
| is not yet in the hands of the Printer, 
| Mr. PHELPS. ‘'Thegentleman misapprebends 
what I stated. I stated when the inquiry.was put 
| to me whether this embraced an estimate for the 
| publication of that parton of Gilliss’s report, of 
which the manuscript was notin the hands of the 
Printer, that it did not embrace any such portion 
| ofthat report. As the gentleman from Virginia 
| finds so much fault with the printing, let me call 
| his attention to some of the incomplete works. I 
| will take for instance the. second volume of the 
Japan Expedition, which was not printed at the 
time this report was made. Itis printed now, and 
has been distributed, and the cost for printing that 
one volume, embracing paper, illustrations, and 
binding, was only the modest sum of $99,000. 
‘Lhe gentleman has the report of the Superintend- 
ent, and can read for himself. That report was 
made on the Sth of December last, and was printed 
in three or four days thereafter. He must know 
that the printing of these works is a continuous 
matter, that when the manuscript is handed by 
the Superintendent of the Public Printing to the 
Public Printer the latter proceeds with all dispatch 
to execute the work; and I will tell the gentieman, 
sir, that much of the expense arises from the cost 
of engravings ordered to accompany these works. 
Artists are and have been engaged in their exe- 
| cution for works printed and works yet in press. 
| Now, sir, a word in reference to the report 
| of the United States commission to run. a bound- 
| ary line between the United States and Mexico. 
| The order for printing this work was made at the 
| first session of the last Congress, Money had 
| already been eppropsiand to run the boundary 
line between Republic of Mexico and the 
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United States. Major Emory was appointed the | against it. 


commissioner on the part of the United States. 
The first volume, a part of his report, was sub- 
mitted at the first session of the last Congress, 
and the House ordered that it should be printed 
with the accompanying illustrations. This vol- 
ume, when printed, was sent to the gentleman 
from Virginia, and all who were members of the 
last Congress; and these gentlemen were informed 
that the maps and illustrations designed to accom- 
pany it, had not then been printed. The second 


volume is in process of execution. I am informed ' 


that some of the plates to accompany this work, 
are in process of execution at Paris, in pursuance 
of contracts heretofore made by the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing. As I remarked once be- 


fore, a portion of eee have arrived in this | 
,and that another portion | 


country and been printe 
was at the custom-house, New York. 

{ am as desirous as any member, Mr, Chair- 
man, to check extravagant expenditures for pub- 
lic printing; but if gentlemen will look at the tables, 
they will see that a small portion only of the total 
amount goes either to the Printer for the House 
or for the Senate. I willcallattention again to the 
report of the Superintendent. ‘The cost of print- 
ing, folding, gathering, and inserting maps and 
plates of twenty-three thousand nine hundred 
and twenty copies of the report of explorations 
and surveys for a railroad from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean, volame second, was 
$10,921 54, and the cost for dry-pressing, was 
$1,900, about thirteen thousand dollars in all; 
whereas the cost of paper was $16,300, and the 
cost of illustrations $21,786 for that volume. 

jut the cost of the paper upon which these 
works were printed was $16,300 for that one vol- 
ume, the paper itself costing more than the me- 
chanical work bestowed on it. What next have 
you? The cost of the illustrations for that vol- 
ume amounted to the sum of $21,786 77. By 
whom are those illustrations prepared and printed? 
Not by your Public Printer, but they are prepared 
by engravers throughout the United States, who 
have been employed by the Superintendent of the 
Public Printing in pursuance of the order of the 
two Houses of Congress. The cost of binding 
this work actually exceeds the cost of printing it. 
The cost of binding the extra copies of that one 
volume was $17,116 08, and the total cost of that 
one volume, as reported by the Superiatendent of 
Public Printing at $70,829, and of that sum the 
Public Printer only receives about $13,000. 

I will briefly refer to the cost of the third vol- 
ume of the Pacitic railroad surveys. ‘There was 
paid to the Printer, or will be when he shall have 
been paid for the work, about $12,000. The pa- 
per for the printing of the work has cost $15,712; 
the illustrations for the work have cost upwards 
of €40,000; and the binding of the extra copics 
only has cost upwards of $17,000. The reason 
why I make these remarks in reference to the 
amounts paid to the Public Printer is, that from 
the clamor which has been raised in the public 
press in regard to the profits of the public print- 
ing, one might be led to suppose that millions of 
doliars were annually paid to the Public Printer, 
whereas when you come to examine the items of 
the expenditures whiqg go to make up the cost 
of these works to the Treasury, you find that the 
Printer generally receives but about from one 
sixth to one twelfth of the cost of the works so 
profusely illustrated. 

But I desire to invite the attention of the com- 
mittee to a singular resolution which was passed 
by this House during the last Congress, concern- 
ing the publication of the report on Commercial 
Relations. The President transmitted a message 
communicating the report, in oe with 
an act of Congress; and thereupon the following 
resolution was adopted: 


* Resolved, That the answer of the President of the United 
States to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
ot December 14, 1853, upon the commercial relauons of the 
United States with all foreign nations, be printed by the 
Printer of this House, in quarto form, under the direction 
of the Secretary of State, whois hereby authorized to cause 
all corrections therein which, in the course of printing, may 
be tound requisite to be made, and also to cause to be added 
all additions thereto of commercial information which, sub- 
vequently to the trausmission of said answer to the House, 
may reach the Department of State, which shall by him be 
deemed of sufficient importance.” 


That resolution was adopted by the consent of 


the Journal does not show that either he or I voted 
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the negative, whether I voted for a proposition or 
not, I stand here to bear my share of the respons- 
ibility. 

{Here the hammer fell. 


floor. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I presume the gentleman 
from New York desires to make a speech upon 
some political question ? 


Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. Yes, sir. 


Mr.CRAWFORD. Will he allow me, before | 


he proceeds, to introduce an amendment to the 
bill? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


Let us get in our 
amendments. 


And when my vote is not recorded in | 


Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE obtained the 


Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. I must decline | 


to yield for any purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York is entitled to the floor, and will proceed. 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE, propose, 
Mr. Chairman, for the brief period to which I am 
limited by the rules, tospeak mainly to that part 
of the annual message of the President which re- 
lates to the Territory of Kansas. 

The statements and positions therein assumed 
are so extraordinary, and, in my judgment, un- 
warranted in theircharacter, and the policy therein 
distinctly indicated, if not recommended, must 
prove so disastrous in its consequences, if forced 
into practical effect, that no apology can be re- 
quired, as it seems to me, for calling to them, here 
and now, the attention of the House and of the 
country. 


Before proceeding to the discussion proposed, 


I desire, sir, to state one or two facts which re- 


cent events in the Territory have placed beyond | 


debate. The whole number of votes returned and 
counted as having been cast at the constitutional 
election held under the provisional government 
of John Calhoun, on the 2Ist of December, was 


6,.712—as follows: for the ** constitution with sla- | 


very,’’ 6,143; for the ** constitution with no sla- | 


very,’’ 569; leaving the majority for the constitu- 


tion, inthe form it prevailed at that election, 5,574. | 


Of these, more than one half were false and fraud- 
ulent. Atthe election ordered by the Territorial 
Legislature, and held on the 4th of January, the 
majority against the constitution was 10,226. 


We have then, sir, the great fact that the peo- | 


ple of Kansas have voted down the Lecompton || 


constitution by an overwhelming majority. By a 
vote of at least four to one have the citizens of 


their judgment against it. 


This is the only ad- | 


ditional fact that has transpired since the organ- | 
ization of the present Congress, entitled to any 


considerable consideration in the proper solution 
of the question presented to us. 
this point the whole issue is made up. 


and State officers, under this rejected constitution, 
whatever that result may be declared to be, in no 
manner affects the real question in controversy 
here. 

So far as that people are concerned, it may in- 
fluence the possible consequences, but cannot 
relieve the responsibilities of our action. It may 


aid or it may hopelessly embarrass the victim in | 


recovering from the wound; but ean neither justify 
or mitigate the infliction of the blow. 


On arriving at | 
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But the great fact remai Seat 
has been ead down. That ieee hed auto 
hat it is loathed and ab. 

horred by three fourths of the citizens of Kans 
is known to the whole country; and the oe 

here and for us is, whether we are prepared 
force a government upon a people, not only a 
out their assent, but against their express wil] : 

The question extends higher and deeper th, 
any and all mere questions of partisan p 
any and all ordinary measures of public 
and reaches the fundamental structure an 
tial principle of free government itself. It 
the original‘and basal idea which under 
characterizes our American institutions, a 
which the Republic was started on its a 
of free empire. 

We may sacrifice much to peace, to union, and 
to conflicting opition; but we may not either sac. 
rifice or impair those elementary principles } 
which, as a people, we are known and distin. 
guished among mankind. We cannot do this 
without infidelity to the cause of freedom and the 
race; without blotting from the country the great 
element of its identity; preserving, it may be, the 
form, but changing the nature of the government. 
To force Kansas into the Union under the Le. 
compton constitution, as proposed by the Admin. 


issue 


r than 
Olities 
Policy, 
d ota 
Involves 
hes and 
nd Upon 
dventure 


| istration, would be to do this very thing. 


Mr. Chairman what is this great American idea, 
this vital political truth, the proposed and practi- 
cal denial of which tends to the subversion of the 
Government? It is, sir, thatGovernment, whether 
State or Federal, local or general, ** derives all its 


| just powers from the consent of the governed;” 


that all political sovereignty resides in the people; 
that the will of the majority is the ultimate and 
supreme power in the State; that the rights of 
man are inherent and inalienable, underived from 
society or any of its organic forms; the free be- 
quest of God, and not the gift of Government; and 
are, therefore, exempt from invasion by any hu- 
man power or authority whatsoever. To secure, 
not to impair, these rights, Governments are insti- 
tuted among men. 

The doctrine to which I have referred consti- 
tuted the platform upon which the struggle of the 
Revolution was organized, and which the colo- 
nial army was commissioned to vindicate and es- 
tablish. ‘This Republic was inaugurated and rests 
uponit. Itisthe simple right of self-government— 
the inherent claim of men to construct the govern- 
ment to which they are expected to yield obedi- 


| ence. 
the Territory, in legal and solemn form, recorded || 


To impose the Lecompton constitution upon 
the people of Kansas would be a plain, flagrant, 
and violent breach of this principle; so plain that 
no sophistry can obscure it; so flagrant that no 
considerations of public policy can palliate it. 

Is it not your faith and the faith of the country, 


| settled and unalterable, that the foundations of all 
The result of the election for the Legislature || 


4 


| 


| 
| 
| 


As to the policy of participating in that election, | 


the people were not agreed. The alternatives coe 
) 


sented were well calculated, balance them as best 
they might, to lead to divided councils. If they 
went to the polls they went to be doomed; if the 


i 


staidaway they were to be doomed. If they voted, |, 


they were to be charged as having acquiesced; 
if they refused, they were to be condemned as 
factious, and so deserved their threatened fate. 
Notwithstanding the difficulties by which their 


position was surrounded, a portion of the people | 


resolved,.as a measure of defense, to go to the 
polls; and they did so, with a ballot in one hand 
and a solemn protest in the other. 

The strait in which they were shut up by the 
tender mercies of the usurpers, laid between Scylla 
and Charybdis, and they determined to venture 
upon the hazard of the passage. That the free- 
State candidates were elected, there is no manner 
of doubt. That they will be counted out, is, in 


/my judgment, no less certain. To make up by 


the gentleman from Virginia and myself; because fraud what was wanting in numbers, was the pre- |, as their mode of administering the 


but also ¢ limitation upon the sovereign power of 


cise reason for the Calhoun dictatorship. 


rightful empire can be laid alone in the popular 
will? Government is not the creator, but the crea- 
ture of power, of which the people are the ori- 
ginal and only legitimate source. Political insti- 
tutions are modes of procedure, not objects of 
pursuit—means which the people originate and 
employ to achieve the ends of social organization, 
namely, freedom and security. And, as the fun- 
damental structure of the State derives its exist- 
ence and the tenure of its duration from the free 
action and consent of the people, it follows, as the 
President justly observes, that no human power 
can rightfully prevent them from changing It at 
pleasure; but the people have the right to alter 
their constitution, because they have a right to 
make it. The right to abolish is derived from and 
depends upon their earlier and prior right to or- 
dain and establish. If they have no antecedent 
right to make, they have no subsequent right to 
change. 

If you can impose a constitution upon the peo- 
ple of Kansas without their authority and against 
their consent, fora day ora year, you may for all 


‘time. The question is one of power, not of dura- 


tion; of principle, not of policy. You can do this 
only, sir, by subverting the principles of the Gov- 
ernment and denying the traditional faith of the 


country. 


What is a constitution in the American sense 
of such an instrument—what is an American con- 


stitution? It is not only the fundamental rule of 


the people 


the State, originated and adopted b 
vernment, 


1868. 
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the people self-sought and self-imposed; not an | done all this? Under the protection of the Fed- 


—_—— 


rness sprung upon the limbs of a common- 
by a foreign despotism or an internal fac- 
jon. If there is anything upon which freemen 
may vote, it is the organic law under which they 
eto live. If popular sovereignty means any- 
thing—if self-government has any significance— | 
it requires that the constitution proposed for the | 
sovernment of a people shall be fully and freely | 
submitted for their acceptance or rejection. ' 

Before Congress can receive Kansas into the 
Union as one of the sovereign States of this Con- 
federacy, we are bound to be satisfied that the 
sovereign people have made application; that the || 
majority, and not the minority, ask admission; 
that the constitution with which she comes un- || 
mistakably embodies the assent and judgment of || 
her people. Not that the Kansas-Nebraska act 
has made any new revelations, or imposed any 
new requirements upon Congress in reference to 
the doctrine cf self-government, as seems to be 
supposed in certain quarters, but because consid- 
erations with earlier and higher sanctions than 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill, or any act which Con- 
gress ever has, or ever can pass, demands this at 
our hands. The common and conceded rights 
of man require it; because you have no right, legal 
or moral, under any necessity whatever, to im- 

ose a constitution upon a free people against 
their will. And this is put what the Le- 
compton conspirators as ou to do. Their 
whole proceeding was a deliberative and studied 
scheme to force an obnoxious constitution upon 
an unwilling and resisting people; and you are 

now asked to consummate the wrong. 

This Lecompton swindle, the work of a meager 
minority, and coming up here reeking with fraud 
and branded with the popular condemnation, is 
commended to our approval by the Federal Exec- 
utive; not on the ground of justice but upon the 
plea of tranquillity. That same old plea, sir, that 
made the compromise of 1820 and broke it in 1854; 
that has already nationalized slavery and local- 
ized freedom; changed by construction the organic 
iaw of the Federal Union from a free Constitution 
intoan instrument by which the institutions pecu- 
liar to the southern portion of the Confederacy 
are carried into all the Territories of the Union 
heretofore or hereafter acquired. So that the 
music of the Union, with which we are required 
to keep step, is the clanking of chains and the rat- 
tling of coffles. 

We may not forget, Mr. Chairman, that the 
Pierce Administration came into power upon the 
statute of repose. ‘There had been a great finality 
in 1850. The slavery question had been defi- | 
nitely settled. There was to be no more agitation | 
upon that subject, in or out of Congress. We 
were to have a good time generally, and, I may 
add, indefinitely. Well, sir, that Administration || 
had scarcely entered upon the responsibilities of 
the Government, and had time to reaffirm its doc- 
trines and pledges of repose, before these same 
Union-savers and tranquillizers—without cause, 
necessity, or invitation—reopened the slavery con- 
troversy both in and out of Congress, by striking 
down the Missouri settlement, to the end that 
slavery might be extended over the Territories 
from which, for a consideration and by the solemn 
stupulations of both sections of the Confederacy, it || 
had been foreverexcluded. That act—so unjust 
and unfair to the free people and free laborers of || 
the North—never had and never can have butone | 
solution: its design was to make Kansas a slave 
State. So we believed and so we charged. 

The argument of popular sovereignty, put forth || 
with all the zeal and pretense of a new revelation, 
was but a tub thrown to the whale. A mere de- 
vice, delusion, and snare, in order to alluy the 
public excitement, and prepare the country for 
the next aggressive step in the progress and con- 
Summation of the wrong. So we also believed, 
and so we likewise charged. Less than four 
— have passed, and those predictions have 
come history, and those charges are more than 
verified. In the past history and present attitude |, 
of Kansas, | submit to the House and the coun- 


a we have all the elements of entire demonstra- 
on. 


yon ha 
we alth 









a and reckless minority of her people, intent 


h 


have framed a constitution to suit themselves, and 
in known and shameless defiance alike of their 
own pledges and the public will. How have they 


purpose to be accomplished only by a cheat, I} 
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| a constitution with or without slavery. 
| firmigy of this statement isa radical one; its entire 
| want of foundation in fact. 


| or different. 








eral Army, commissioned and sent there to en- 
force the will of the minority. Majorities ina 
free land like ours, can enforce their own will. 
It is only the necessities of minorities which re- 
quire the aid of dragoons. That minority, affect- 
ing to represent the people of Kansas, are now 
here with their slave constitution, asking admis- 
sion into the Union as an equal State. That con- 
stitution is a fugitive from justice. It has been 
smuggled from the Territory under the cover 
of the Federal bayonets, oad now appears here 
naked and unindorsed not only, but with the dust 
and odor of the grave upon it, to which it had been 
committed by the votes of more than ten thousand 
freemen. Shall we breathe into it the breath of 
life? Shall we attempt to give it force and vital- 
ity, or return it, a corpse as it came, for final burial 


| in the soil it was created to enslave? 
Well, Mr. Chairman, the President tells us | 


that the Kansas-Nebraska act did not require 


| the whole constitution to be submitted, only that 
| part which relates to the ** domestic institution of 
| slavery;’’ that the Kansas-Nebraska act is sat- 
| isfied by such a submission. 
| act the standard by which to measure the rights | 
| of American freemen? The right of our people to | 
self-government—to decide for themselves the in- || 


Who made that 


stitutions under which they are to live—is derived 
bill—their own intrinsic manhood; a right net 


constitutional structure and maxims of the Repub- 
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majority in Congress to see them through. Did 








| they count without their host?) We shall see. I 


can assure gentlemen of one thing; if the expec- 
tations of the Lecomptonites are realized in this 
regard, the Democratic party, so-called, will be- 
come, geographically, what it is in fact, a mere 
sectional party. 

The members of the convention who were op- 
posed to the sham proceeding, ang in favor of 
sending the constitution as framed directly to Con- 
gress, without committing it in any form to the 
ordeal of the public judgment, did not hesitate to 
denounce the scheme of affected submission as a 
“lie, a cheat, and a cwindle;’’as ** wearing false- 
hood upon its face in letters of brass.’” What 


| these men, and such men, thus characterized, the 
| Executive head of the Republic has commended 


to us as * fair.’’ 
Had ‘“‘the constitution with no slavery”’ pre- 


| vailed at the election of the 2ist of December, as 
| it did not, it would have been, to all intents and 


| forever. 


= simply and legally a slave constitution. 


t guarantied and perpetuated slavery in Kansas 
It provided ** that the right of property 


| in slaves now in the Territory shall in no manner 


|} 
from higher sources than the Kansas-Nebraska | 


| conferred, but vindicated and guarantied by the | 


lic. I am free to confess I do not know whet the | 


Kansas-Nebraskaact does require. Ithas received 


from its friends, in order to meet the new exigen- 
cies of the Democratic party and the slavery ques- 
tion, it is difficult to say what is its present, or 
what is to be its final construction. At the time 
of its imposing advent, it was claimed, at least 


| by the national Democracy North, that, under it, 


the people of the Territory might exclude slavery 
while in the territorial condition. By its inter- 
pretation in the Cincinnati platform, the people 


constitution. 


tation—that the people may exclude it afier they 
become a State. So far, then, we have three in- 
terpretations. 

1. The people may exclude slavery while in the 
territorial condition. 

2. The people may not exclude it while in the 
territorial condition, but may when they come to 


be interfered with,’’ and prohibited to the people 


| ef the proposed State any and all power, through 


legislative action or the processes of constitutional 
reform, to control or impair that right in any man- 
ner whatsoever. 

By the fourteenth section of the schedule, which 
graciously permits the people after the year 1864, 


if they shall so order, to assemble a convention to 
| revise the constitution, it is expressly declared 


| but no alteration shall be made to affect the rigift 
so many different and successive interpretations | 


toms in the ownership of slaves.’’ 
hat is this right of property in slaves thus 
exempted from all criticism and control, as that 


|| right is now understood and defined by the pow- 


|| ers that be? 


It is the absolute right of property 
| in all slaves in esse and in their increase forever. 
| If this does not constitute a slave constitution the 


\| fault is in the infirmity of the English language. 


form a constitution preparatory to their admission 


into the Union. 

3. That the people may not exclude it before 
their admission into the Union, but may ina short 
time afterwards, provided they can, 


| This, then, is the Kansas-Nebraska bill; it || 
| ** hath this extent; no more. 


99 


doctrine of popular sovereignty; the new revela- 


This is the great | 


| tion; the ‘* stump speech in the belly of the bill.’ | 


What the eloquent gentleman from Mississippi | 


called the ** second Declaration of Independence.’’ 


Are the Democrats from the free States, are the | 


Democrats from the slave States, satisfied with 


| this **]Jame and impotent conclusion.”’ 


But, again, sir, the President says that the 


uestion of slavery ‘‘ has been fairly and expli- | 
citly referred to the people, whether they will have | 
> 


I affirm, sir, that no 
such question was submitted, or intended to be 


| submitted at all by the Lecompton convention. 
| No matter which form of ballot the people voted, 


whether ‘‘ the constitution with slavery,’ or ‘the 
constitution with no slavery,’’ they had a slave 


pose that the rest of mankind were fools and cou 


cheat—they confessed it was a cheat. 


They in- 


_ tended to do just what they did; and expected it 
| would be known and read of all men. 


It was the 
last desperate throw of the dice; and they meant 


| to frame a constitution so odious in itself, and con- 


trive such agencies and modes of submission as 


necessarily to exclude every man not in the con- | 
whether Republican or Democrat, from || 


ener: 
8 


the polls; and rely upon the Administration and its 


The in- | 


_ constitution still,and could not have anything else | 
Did these Lecompton despots me \| 
d 


| not detect the fraud, bold and patent on the very | 
| face of their record? No, sir; they knew it was a 


The question then, Mr. Chairman, which the 


|| President inforins us ‘* has been fairly and expli- 
might exclude it when they came to form a State | 


By the President’s message it is | 
| understood to mean—and this is the Jast interpre- || 


citly referred to the people,”’ is plainly and simp! 
this, whether the slave owners of Kansas shalt 
import their domestics or raise them, and no arts of 
argument or of rhetoric can make it anything 
more or different. The alternative presented to 
the people of Kansas, is precisely the choice the 
white man commended to the Indian: ** you ma 
have the crow and I will have turkey, or I will 
have turkey and you may have the crow.”” 

This submission, the President tells us, satisfies 
the organic act of the Territory. This is allow- 
ing the people ‘* to form and regulate their own 
domestic institutions in their own way.”’ This is 
the great doctrine of popular sovereignty as recast, 
improved, and promulgated in the Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill. For four anxious years has the Dem- 
| ocratic mountain been in labor, and this is the 
progeny. And, Mr. Chairman, whata little thing 
it is. 

In attempting to justify what he calls the res- 
ervation of the ‘rights of property in slaves now 
in the Territory,”’ the President employs the fol- 
lowing extraordinary language: 

“To have summarily confiscated the property in slaves 
already in the Territory would have been an act of gross in- 


justice, and contrary to the practice of the older States of 
the Union which have abolished slavery.*’ 


Was there no way of providing against a sum- 
mary confiscation of the property in slaves except 


|| by a constitutional guarantee of that property and 


| its increase in perpetuity? The object of that con- 
| vention, in inserting these provisions, was not to 


| prevent **summary confiscation,’’ but its open 
P y 


/ and avowed purpose was to secure, in defiance 
of the public judgment, a slave constitution, with 
perpetual abd unalterable guarantees—and this, 
whether submitted or unsubmitted, whether the 
slavery article was voted out or voted in—and this 
they accomplished. nie 

Had I been a member of a constitutional con- 
vention of Kansas, fairly elected and constituted 
by its people, I might have accorded to the owner 
of this species of property, as was done at Topeka, 
a reasonable time to remove his slaves from the 
| Territory, to be disposed of in any manner he 
thought proper; but I should have done it as a 
matter of favor, and not conceded it as a claim of 
right. I deny that any such right exists. No 
such claim is recognized by any rule of justice or 
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equity. , , 
have abolished slavery’’ has nothing to do with 


the case under consideration, either by analogy | 


or otherwise. The justice of this claim is to be 
determined by the Kansas-Nebraska act. As this 
act was put forth as inaugurating a new policy in 
respect to the Territories, we have aclaim to know, 
though not responsible for the measure, what are 
the rights, if any, of the people under it? Is it 
conceded that the people of a Territory, when 
they come to form a State government, may ex- 
clude and abolish slavery? Then, sir, every per- 
zon who carries his slaves into the Territories, 
carries them with notice of this unquestioned right 
of the people, and subject to the exercise of that 
right. He goes knowing and acknowledging that 
the people may say, whenever they 


form a constitution, that property in human be- 


ings shall no longer exist in the Territory, and | 


he goes at his peril. If the people say, ‘* we give 
you time to remove and dispose of your slaves 
elsewhere,’’ very well; if not, he has no cause of 
complaint whatsoever. 

I concede that with those who believe, as the 
Lecompton constitution declares, that the right of 
property in man is above all constitutional sanc- 
tions, and therefore exempt at all times, and in 


any manner, from the reach of the popular will, || 


thisargument can have no force. If the doctrines 
of the message are to prevail, the question will be, 
not whether there shall be any more slave States 
admitied into the Union, but whether there shall 
be any more free States admitted into the Union. 
We are told that no matter how great the num- 
er of slaves in the Territory, ‘‘ the provision 
would be equally just and reasonable.””’ What 
** provision,’’ Mr. Chairman? The provision in 
the Lecompton *‘ constitution with no slavery,” 
whereby the right of property in slaves already 
in the Territory, and in all children of them born, 
is guarantied forever. If this is to become the 
policy of the Government, in respect to Territo- 
ries—if this is the practical working of the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill—then, sir, is the age of free consti- 
tutions past, and the triumph of the slave power 
upon this continent isalready universal and com- 
plete. 


defend this great wrong, proves itself an accom- 
plice in its commission. In assuming the cham- 
pionship of this scheme to legalize and prolong 
the reign of terror and tyranny in Kansas, it could 
not, but for its official patronage and power, sur- 
vive for an hour the merited judgment of popular 
condemnation. 

I have said that the modes of submission were 
artfully contrived for the very purpose, and that 
purpose avowed, of driving the free-State men 
from the polls. I affirm the people of Kansas 
could not have voted without sacrifice of their 
honor, integrity, freedom, and self-respect. I 
have no time to enter upon the details of proof. I 
take a single illustration. 

The Lecompton convention met in September, 


and adjourned until after the October election, to | 


see What might then turn up torender unnecessary 


the coup d’élat which they otherwise contem- | 


plated. 

Through the just intervention of Governor 
Walker, for which he has since been compelled 
to resign to prevent decapitation, the Johnson and 


McGee county frauds did not prevail, and the re- | 


sult was a free-State victory by overwhelming 
majorities. The effect of this victory was to be 


g* rid of, and the Lecomptonites reassembled. | 
enraged at Governor Walker—from whose pro- | 
slavery antecedents they had expected better | 


things—for rejecting the Oxford returns, they 
took those very returns, known and admitted to 
be palpable and undisguised forgeries, and placed 
them in the constitution as the basis of legislative 
representation for the county of Johnson. 
cording to her population, that county is entitled 
not to exceed one representative; by the constitu- 


tion she has four; entitled to neither senator, by | 


this constitution she has two; and thus made 
equal with the county of Douglas with more than 
five times the population. 

Now, sir, on the day of election a citizen of 
Douglas county approaches the. polls, and we 
have this colloquy between himself and the in- 
spector: * | want to vote against the Lecompton 
constitution.”’ ** Youcannotdoit,sir.”’ “I want 
to vote to make Kansas a free State."’ ‘* You can- 


| noone. The whole plot, in its-entire deformity, 
poner to | 


| from Federal instructions, said to the people of 


| upon these pledges of protection, saidamen. ‘They 
| went into the election and won—triumphantly, 


, hence the clamor against Governor Walker, hence 
| the backing down of the Administration, hence 


of the Capitol. 


convention itself, and afterwards taken up and 


_ repeated by the Washington organ of the Admin- || 
Such heresy is entitled to no respect here || 
or elsewhere. The Administration in laboring to | 


_of popular sovereignty. Could anything more | 


cities. The last of a succession of outrages whose | 


Ac- | 
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for?’’ ** You may vote whether the owner shall 
import his slaves or raise them.’’ ‘* Well, this is 
a close question; but, on the whole, I will vote 
against importation.’’ ‘* Very good; then first 
vote for the constitution.’’ ‘* But,’’ says the vo- 
ter, ‘* the constitution sanctions and sanctifies the 
Oxford forgeries, by which my county is defraud- 
ed of its relative weight in the councils of the pro- | 
posed State, and I cannot vote for it.”” **So 1) 
supposed,’’ answers the inspector; ‘* you may as | 
well leave, and go home.”’ | 
Mr. Chairman, need I multiply arguments to 
show that this whole pretense of submission is | 


a bold and infamous mockery? It can deceive 


is exposed and patent to the world. Its origin, | 

its development, and its memory, await but one | 

doom—the common execration of mankind. 
Governor Walker, speaking for himself and 


Kansas: Surrender all other modes and settle | 
your unhappy controversies by the arbitrament | 
of the ballot-box—that sacred and magic spot 
where freemen go to execute their will—and I will | 
see fair play. The Administration said the same || 
thing, speaking directly and independently for 
itself; and the free-State men of Kansas, relying 


i 
i 


overwhelmingly won. And here is the rub; | 


the yiolation of pledges, hence the Lecompton 
constitution, hence the desertion of Walker, tle 
decapitation of Stanton, and the attempted ostra- 
cism of a distinguished Senator at the other end 


Why were not the common rights of freemen || 
accorded to the people of Kansasin respect to their 
organic law? Why was not the whole constitu- 
tion honestly submitted to the people for their 
acceptance or rejection? There is but one reason, 
one only answer. The answer given first by the || 


istration. The people would have voted it down. The 
majority were factious and unreasonable. They 
did not like the Oxford plank, the Know Noth- 
ing element, the bank project of the constitution 
They did not like to acknowledge the usurpations | 


J 7 : | 
of the convention, orvery much fancy the outside || 


| barbarian seurces from which it had its origin. | 


The eleven jurymen were stubborn, and majori- 
ties are not always to be depended upon. ‘This 
argument sounds well upon Democratic lips. It 
comes with peculiar grace from an Admuinistra- 


ment pretense of superior devotion to the cause | 


completely demonstrate the utter desperation of a 
cause, than such utter prostitution of all the con- 
sistencies of debate, employing against submis- 
sion the precise considerations which make sub- 
mission imperative ? 

Mr. Chairman, this Lecompton conspiracy is | 
not an isolated wrong—falling upon that people 
with the startling effect of an unanticipated calam- 
ity. Itis but the culmination of a system of atro- 


unity of design and execution is as traceable as 
the milky-way. The latest act of a drama of des- 
pees and fraud, in which local barbarism and | 
“ederal intervention have combined in acting the || 
same part looking from the first and invariably || 
to the one end, the subjection of Kansas to the | 
dominion of slavery. Hence the Federal Govern- | 
ment could find no power in the Constitution to 
employ the Army to protect the people from or- || 
ganized invasion, by which the polis were seized || 
and the government usurped in March, 1855, but | 
found the authority so soon as the necessities of || 


_ the usurpation required the Army to enforce its || 
administration and execute its code of laws—a | 
| code in comparison with which the worst edicts | 


of the worst of the Casars were the embodiments |) 
of a generous humanity. Hence northern emi- | 
gration was for months blockaded along the whole i] 
eastern borders of the Territory by bands of atmed 
men; and the navigable waters a ording access to 
her soil—waters which nature had provided as || 
free-channels to the tide of empire—patroled with 
all the jealousy of Austrian despotism. The peo- 
ple at every turn hunted and plundered by the aid 


_ satisfactory, but as a measure of peace, 


_upon any ground of reason, consistency 


| peace and quiet of the country have suddenly be 


|era, when a similar distinction was taken. 
| claimed that the Lecompton was a legal conven- 
_tion,and those who sustain it are the legal people, 
| tion recently elevated to power upon the vehe- | as distinguished from_the real people. I deny, 


| sir, that it was a legal or legitimate convention; 
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‘* The practice of the older States which | not do that, sir.’’ ** Well, then, what may I vote | of Government officials. And lastly, have w 


: : e 
this Lecompton convention guarded by the Pa 


eral soldiery, finish the work, and now that Work 


, accepted and defended by the national Adminis 


tration. Accepted and defended not as ep 


lirely 


Unable to justify the Lecompton CONStitution 


. 2 OF jug. 
tice, the ancient and heretofore prevailing — 


ment of repose and amity is again invoked. The 
come objects of paramount importance, superic, 
to all questions of faith, honor, or justice. Kenen 
we are told, has for some years occupied too mye 
of the public attention. Granted. ; 

Who is responsible for it? Not this side Of the 
Chamber. Not the people of Kansas. Not the 
people of the North. The people of Kansas ty, 
years ago applied for admission into the Union 
under the Topeka constitution; a constitutio, 


| which had been submitted to the people and yp. 
| ceived their ratification. Beyond all question it 


embodied the then popular will. Why did you no 
tranquilize Kansas and the country then? Why 
did you not localize the quarrel then? The Topeka 
was a free constitution, and the country did no: 
need repose. The Union was not in danger ey. 
cept by admission. Kansas had not occupied 


|| sufficient of the public attention, and you did no 


propose to localize the controversy. 

Then, if I recollect the speeches of gentlemen 
on the other side of this Hall, they wanted eyi. 
denee that the constitution embodied the pop- 
ular will. They were not, and wanted to be, sat. 
isfied as to this; and, besides, there was no hurry. 
KXansas had not sufficient population, and could 
afford to wait. Itis only when she comes with 
a slave constitution—no matter how achieved— 
that she needs pacification, and the arguments of 
repose become prevailing. 

Mr. Chairman, peace does not lay in the diree- 
tion of the further oppression of the people of Kan- 
sas. If the recorded will of the majority is to be 
cloven down; if the fetters made to order by the 


| Lecumpton architects are to be fastened upon a 


whole community of American freemen, it will be 


| after astruggle such as this country has never yet 


seen. If peace is secured in the mode proposed, 


it will be the peace of Warsaw, after the national 


heart of Poland had ceased its pulsations, and the 
power of resistance had perished. 

But a distinction is taken between the legal 
people and the real people. I suppose the pre- 
cedent for this is derived from our revolutionary 
Itis 


traceable to the 
One branch, at least, of the 


its political genealogy is direct! 
Missouri invasion. 


, so-called Legislature, which provided for calling 


this convention, was elected by outsiders, and not 
by the people of Kansas, and was simply a usurp- 
ation. 

The Lecompton convention can have no higher 
authority than its source. Moreover, it was vi- 
tally defective in its organization; it represented 
territorially but half of the counties of Kansas, 
and numerically but an insignificant fragment of 
that half. 

In its inception, in its proceedings, in the provis- 
ional government and dictatorship which itestab- 
lishes in order to override the real voters by fraud- 
ulent voters, the real people by unreal people, !t 
was simply an illegal despotism. Away with 
your miserable distinctions between your legal 
people and your real people; no matter whether 
constitutions are framed by conventions called 
with or without legislative intervention, provided 
they have been indorsed and consecrated by the 
public will. Away with forms, and modes, and 
technicalities, ‘The question is, have the people 
spoken, and to what results ?—not through what 
conduits have they spoken. 

Modes, and forms, and technicalities are often 
but cobwebs which mar the beauty withoutadding 
to the strength of the logical structure. : 

Through and beyond the dust and drapery rises 
the great temple of argument, resting upon the 
people’s will as the everlasting hills upon thelr 
foundation. 


Mr. DAVIS, of peeing obtained a 


Mr, DAVIS; of Indiana. 
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1 Seen gentleman from Mississippi does not desire to Resolved, That inasmuch as the Government of the Uni- || The SPEAK 5 
: Ped eeak this evening, and I therefore, with his per- ted States has heretofore taken steps to suppress the African il. re AKER, T he Chair holds that that 
' Work mission, Mave that the committee do now rise. | ar a is at ge subjecting itself to a vonsider- | 1s Mr Cc INGH of privilege. 
ale Is * Mississippi rie 2 | able annual expense to Keep up a squt ir. NGMAN ’ fi ; 
Minig. Mr. DA ¥ 5, * Missiasippi. I yield the floor | of Africa to prevent the aa se wine |, too far off. anes en It fixes the time 
tirely for th t purpare. . protest against the trade in white men, commonly called the | And u . : ° - ‘ 
7 Mr. KEITT. Will the gentleman from Indi- Cooly trade, not onty on principles of humanity with refer- - RE: ROP HR ROEM, OF Mr, LE rCHER, (at se eee 
tution ana withdraw that motion for a moment, to allow eee: of that traffic. but also because it is | eae minutes past three o’elock, p. m.,) the ie a 
oT jus 1 ask a question of the gentleman who has || to which they are tran an er effeets to the countries | House adjourned tll to-morrow at twelve o'clock, ‘ ak 
&. sgh gets ye ansported. }; m ye * 
Arey. yiat spoke n: ~ 7 : ) ie ee ‘ . 8 - y 
| The “Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I withdraw it for a | are SERUM, - Lakjnet 49.he semniatinns. IN ‘ iB Bi 
ly bee A moment. | RAILROADS THROUGH SOUTH PASS. : N SENATE. 46 
Periog Mr. KEITT. I wish to ask the gentleman from || Mr. BLAIR offered the following resolution; Wepnespar, January 27, 1558. oe OR 
‘AReay New York Mir. 1-08e B. Cocurane] a question, | which was read, considered, and agreed to: "|| Prayer by Rev. Arrreo Houmesp. a § ; 
Much which, as this eee is gathering to a head, || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. : ¥ 
may enable us to avoid some misrepresentation or | ed urnish this House With any information that may be PETITIONS AND MED >? ae 
Of the misunderstanding. 1| ee him by F. W. Lander, Esq., engineer of ; NS AND MEMORIALS. ba ks i 
)) Aatpctiom > tet | e wagon road, as > practic a ae : : = a3 . BAR Ay ot 
Ot the Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I must insist on || the South nea ne a oneeaat ae Mr. DOOLITTLE presented the petition of in- na 
S$ twp the regular order. The gentleman from South || and any other information in onan a eupeton arena, | Surance companies, owners of vessels, and others, 7s 
The At ina ean ask his questiqn atsome other time. || during his late exploration. at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, praying for the enact- i aca 
tion Let the gentleman from Mississippi proceed, if | MAJOR GENERAL WOO! af linhe 5 — a ae and establish a system ee 
: Toe 4. 1 4 a ehts, to be carried b iline | ; is | ae 
— vdesires to do 60. Mr. OLIN offere ; of ligh »y sailing vessels navigat- 
e a . 4 ered t > ‘ akae: . . o". Leary 5) g 
On it Mr. KEITT. I only want toask one question. || which was read ee oa oe preg jt PNA Sea Te re i ee 
ventle : Snes “ral ‘ , ’ gre : ', tee on Commerce Sole ta 
0 not The gentleman from Mississippi does not desire 1} Resolved. That the President be requeste ee : ¥ ie bee ae 
Why to speak this evening, and has yielded for a mo- || cate to this House, if not coat oteiee eae. = also presented a petition of citizens of Janea- Ge ka ae 
pels tion to rise. || vice, so much of the correspondence between the late Seere ee le, Wisconsin, praying for the adoption of some ao ae ial 
not The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from | aaa ‘ne me Major General John E. Wool, late com- | practical meganre for peacefully extinguishing sla- Gok 4 
T eX. Mississipp) yield to the gentleman from South || such Tascinnt sakes eehanniocaiane to the affairs of very, and providing compensation to the owners ae 
mc Calan? HS oath at tala : ore been published under || of slaves for their manumission; which was or- 5 Sg 
Jas Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do, for a mo- | Otte ‘ieiehiele ~— to lie on the table. i oe 
scat ont cs sie ee . ' Sea Ir. SEWARD presented the petition of Phebe 
emen Mr. KEITT. The gentleman yields for me to I) esthent attien Ht ' nols. — the unanimous | ©mith, widow and executrix of Oziel Smith, 
| evi. ask one question, honestly put, with a view of || reference ouse to introduce a resolution for || praying for indemnity for property destroyed by 
oe ‘iitng information. I wish to know of the gen- 7 aoe as the enemy in the war of 1812; which was referred 
aa tleman from New York, who has just spoken, | See Material : di ats think we all ought to || to the Committee on Claims. 
ian whether or not he wpuld wate tde the adeniamon | ~ ead for Pilla . therefore, that the States | ‘ He also presented the petition of Frances Ann 
ould of Kansas under the Topeka constitution ? | Finney ese a resolutions. Fill that be || McCauley, widow of Daniel 8. McCauley, late 
with Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. Lanswer very | Mr. MORRIS, of serpiline manne e: | oa Alexandria, in Egypt, praying 
a frankly that, if I had evidence that it embodied | aoanna alleelae : c E inois. believe the gen- |, for compensation for certain judicial duties per- 
aaa the public will, I should do so. | Mr KEITT —— ina resolution. formed by her husband under the act of August 
Mr. KEITT. Did not the gentleman say in | Me MORRIS I <a was objected to, li, 1848; which was referred to the Committee 
jirec- his speech that it did embody the public will? 1} she ca eth fn a My resolution is in || 00 Foreign Relations. 
- Ln r sAG is 1 : so > ork. i Se 2 . c a sel 
i Te CLARK B. COCHRANE. Yea, sir; at || Mr. CLINGMAN.. I withdra rants. | os ei ace en oan 
to be the time it was adopted. he ee a) “— = withdraw my objection . Fowler and others, praying to be allowod 
,rrorn “qe . . ° ' ’ ec over 2 < ic i i 
y the Mr. KEITT. ‘Then, in connection with that,I |) Mr LETCHER. _ to € ore else. | bounty land for services in the last war with Great 
ona wish to ask the gentleman this question: if the lution is a Ste ee Pablie | riicole sehen AeA So Re 
il be whole Lecompton constitution had been submit- |; The meaahetionen d - ap Lande. 
r yet ted to the people, and,the whole vote of the Ter- || Re it resolved by tl _ ne oe follows: 5 Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of 
sed, ritory, embracing all the voters there, had been | of the United States of Amer ion ie Canancscnnntied eat apt Pe Glanding, praying for a pension fot-e 
‘onal thrown for that constitution, with slavery ex- \| the President of the United States be, and he is aoe manent eecoines in the defense of Baltimore in 
d the ressly ane Sea tae established, would he | asian waa aiid to opngint yp commissioners to z ea was referred to the Committee on 
iave voted for the admission of Kansas under |! thei aoe e Mormons in Utah, for the purchase of ens me 
aid eat eahabithions® i ee ee Senet, to wit ; Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Eliza 
of : 4, 5 j . y shi aceably remove by the Ist day + R 4 . 
pre- Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. Not since the || June, A. D. 1859, from without the limits and eae st |) eee Sea, yy a See 
ary repeal of the Missouri compromise. | Seine - late a paymaster in the Army, praying to 
ae “Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I now renew the mo- } ¥.. ae keep the peace towards all the people | ?° allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
ven: tion that the committee rise 1, 3. ‘Thi ome ry Committee on Pensions. 
n "" . 3. That the money to be allowed them for their improve- Mr. BIGLEE f 
ple, The motion was agreed to. | ments shall be paid at such times and in such amounts as ree eR presented the memorial of Henry 
ony, So the committee rose; and the Speaker having || ‘GY 4nd said commissioners may agree. S. Crabbe, first clerk to the commandant of the 
SO I souoed de Decca Ramalnamaetsbatibs neni seeitben ties te momo: Be hee || correc on smnpmineeetionsie Beapengrnoction: 
the Committee of the W hole onthe state of the Union || shall have been concluded. i OR, GRRE || COFTECE OR SUNDN NS relation fo his compensation; 
" the had had the Union generally under consideration, || 5. That antil the removal of the Mormons from without which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
ling aud particularly the bill (H.R. No. 202) to ap- the Tilia 06 the United States they shall submit to and be | 4 He also presented the petition of James Sud- 
; opriate Pei | governe aw of, i i 
not propriate money to supply deficiencies for the || . 6. That i Geocities heceracn the Mormons and the Uni ioe ; erage See autea apatite aoe 
aner . . . ° “ = . * 4 Ig i 
urp- aad sirmteye binding, and engraving, ordered ted States shall cease after they shall have concluded = Pilewens ane re —— of pay which'he 
y the Senate and House of Representatives of || arrangement with the said commissioners to remove from 4 co a be due to him; which was referred ‘to 
an the Thirty-Third and Thirty-Fourth Congresses, without the United States, as contemplated in this resolu- ere on Claims. 
3 Vie and had come to no resolution thereon. dent of the ‘United States shall linen taoh'iaetedaiiingas |) : wi peer presenwe & memorial of" the 
nted DELAWARE BREAKWATER. | Territory of Utah as, in his judgment, the Suulia intareet | ate — boveieey OF tee eee oe . New Or- 
sas, Mr. WHITELEY, by unanimous consent, of } ah nears my praying that the compensation of registers 
tof fered the following resolution; which ve ll suadatan Ueteon Besces he the voles ef lan poupaniy ar tuas 0 and receivers may be increased; which was ‘te- 
considered 5 ’ was read, || ny of its citizens ites for the value of its property, or that of || ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
, ed, and agreed to: | any of its citizens destroyed by them, or any of them—the Mr. JONES presented ; sey 
VIS- Resolved, That the Secretary of Warb amount of which, when ascertained, in the manner said Th... . P 2 memorial of citizens 
tab- nish this House with the aeainenel — ——— ae | commissioners may designate, shall be deducted from the of Fort Dodge, and a memorial of citizens of lowa 
ud- . the Delaware breakwater by the construction of roe. | anion oe Mormons may be enutled to receive as afore- Falls, in the State of Iowa, praying that'a grant 
y it breakwater. the shore of the Delaware bay, opposite the | Resales wate tas comestecianton Maen neal ized Saciinind ies acpdaensttan amine 
at ; || ved, ili ° 3 > ereby authorized to i j ; ae 
vith ' || be appointed, shall receive dollars per day and all a railroad from some pointon the Missouri river, 
gal ; CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY, ETC. li neceuaney expenses for their services; and that they be, eee V the direction of the South Pass, in 
} 18 reby are required, upo i their s 1e I i i j i 
her fr. CLINGMAN. I ask the consent of the |; tion by the President, to areal Mat ugee the done on. enliets? tte were brash “tn ‘the'dt- 
ed Touse to introduce the following resolutions, for | signed them. They shall proceed to Salt yee tee ante S| ea cierona ale inc eetiiniee te Fae. 
ded t € purpose of having them referred to the Com- |/ they shall commence the negotiation provided for in the which was referred to the Committee on Public 
the Mittee on Foreign Affairs: \ preceding resolution, and report their action in the prein- Lands. 
and g Resolved, Santis teenth heeeeoen toa Uniee’ Mates enh || tes to the President as soon as practicable. Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
ple Great Britain, designated ae the Clayton. Bulwer treaty, | Mr. LETCHER. I object to the introduction |. John M. Chase, for himself and others, owners 
het S ng under the interpretation placed on it by Great Britain, | of the resolution. of the bark Attica, praying that certain moncy 
shaman eae and upon ] Mr. BOCOCK. I move an amendment to it, paid on account of that vessel, under an act of 
ten metuality either in its benefits or restrictions oe hesten ee nny wee awe Seow then ene Seti Cotunateae be Comes tte ee ae 
ing anne productive only of misunderstandin 3andcon- | wife. to the Committee on Commerce. 
anon the two Governments, ought therefore to | ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. ne MASON. J present the petition of J. K. 
ve rogated. % | ; PF , ane, and many other citizens of Philadelphi 
outesolved, That since the acquisition and settlement of | Mr. FLORENCE. [I rise to a question of priv- king th : isi igh 
the nestery on the Pacific, certain portions of Central | ilege. 1 offer the following resolution: : | salting thas some provision may So Meee 
jelr eision stand to us in a relation similar to that which || Resolved, (the Senate concu “3 rhe ib i for the relief of the widow of tte late \-osneneaies 
Missier foot vail its acquisition, bore to our territory in | the Senate and the Speaker of tanta of Seaenanens Foshell £- xeanete of the ase Xhe memorial 
or. ject to the control sdanetententaenie oy not to be sub. | adjourn their respective Houses for the souiten seaniey a | the services of Commodore Parker and the 
the wih one toe ( might interfere || ppedats, tbe ith day of June next ensuing, at twelve || Circumstances under-which he died, some of which 
eres ck, m. ‘| were known to me,and presents a very earnest 
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prayer that provision may be made in pursuance 
of the prayer of the petition. It has been intrusted 
to me, [ doubt not, from the fact that Commodore 
Parker, although he died at Philadelphia, was a 
citizen, and a very valued citizen of Virginia. I 
move the reference of the memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED 


On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the petiuon of Bancroft Woodcock, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitice on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

On motion of Mr. BIGLER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Paui, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Noah Smith, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Elizabeth Monroe, on the | 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Comuuittee on Pen- 


sions. 
On motion of Mr. YULEE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Jehu Under- | 


wood, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit 
tec on Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Joshua Mercer, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. YULEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roais, be directed to consider if any chai ges are advisable 
in the organization of the Post Office Department. 


ENTRIES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. HARLAN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 
structed to inquire tito the propricty of the passage of a law 
mitking itthe duty of the Conunissioner of the General Land 
Office to send abstracts, quarterly, of all entries of public 
lands, lying in each State and Territory, to the Governor of 
each respectively, applying for the same, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Henry, his Secretary, 
announcing that he had approved and signed an 
act (S. No. 27) to detach Selma, in the State of 
Alabama, from the collection district of New Or- 
leans, and make it a port of delivery within the 
collection district of Mobile. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom were referred the me- 
morial of the corporation of Georgetown, relative 


to the improvement of the navigation at that place, | 


and the memorial of the said corporation relative 
to improving the harbor of Georgetown, asked to 


be discharged from their further consideration, | 


and that they be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce; which was agreed to. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on the 


District of Columbia, to whom was referred the | 
memorial of the directors of the Columbia Insti- | 


tution for the instruction of the Deaf and Dumb 


and the Blind, and the petition of sundry citizens | 
of the District of Columbia, submitted a report, | 
accompanied by a bill to amend ** An act to incor- | 


porate the Columbia Institution for the support of 
the Deaf end Dumb and the Blind,’’ approved the 
16th of February, 1857. The bill was read and 
passed to a second reading, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 


| ment of certain moneys into the treasury of the 


| 


| 
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| 
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_sissippi river; which was read twice by its title, 


and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 
Mr. BRODERICK, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a | 
bill (S. No. 98) to authorize and direct the pay- | 


State of California, which were collected in the | 
ports of said State as a revenue upon Imports since 


| 
the ratification of the treaty of peace between the || 


United States and the Republic of Mexico, and | 
prior to the admission of said State into the Union; | 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to | 
the Committee on Finance. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
| 
| 


Mr. DAVIS submitted, as presenting the views 
of the minority of the select committee on the Pa- 
cific railroad, the form of an-amendment, which 


| he gave notice of his intention to move as an 


amendment to the bill (S. No. 65) to authorize the 
President of the United States to contract for the 
transportation of the mails, troops, seamen, mu- 
nitions of war, Army and Navy supplies, and all 
other Government service, by railroad from the 
Missouri river to San Francisco; which was or- 


| dered to be printed, 


Mr. GWIN. I desire to have printed with the 
substitute of the Senator from Mississippi, some 
copies of the original bill which was some time 
since reported by the select committee. The 
edition which was printed is exhausted; and as 
copies will be required when the bill comes up for 
consideration on Monday next, I move that the 
usual number be again printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


OHIO LEGISLATURE ON KANSAS. 


Mr. PUGH. I present resolutions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of Ohio, relative to the affairs of 
the Territory of Kansas. As my colleague wishes 
to make some remarks upon them, I move that 
they lie upon the table, and be printed. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I do not propose 


_ traordinary resolutions at this or at any time; but 


| 
i 
‘} 
it 








tion (S. No. 14) authorizing the appointment of | 


commissioners to examine into the difficulties in 
the affairs of the Territory of Utah, with a view 
to their settlement; which was read twice by its 
tide, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia. 

Mr. BENJAMIN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint res- 
olution (S. No. 15) authorizing a renewal of cer- 
tain contracts for carrying the mails on the Mis- 


| 
1 
| 





they are extraordinary in their character, incon- 
gruous in themselves, and, I fear, not very rep- 
utable to the State. 

Mr. HALE. Let them be read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the resolutions. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

Senate Joint Resoluticns relativeto Kansas Affairs. 


Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
That we still have entire confidence in the disinterested- 
ness, the integrity, and the ability of the present Chief 
Magistrate of these United States, and that his administra- 
tion commands our cordial and undivided support. 

Resolved, That we still adbere to and reaffirm all the doc- 
trines of the Cincinnati platform. 

Resolved, That we regard the refusal of the Lecompton 
couvention to submit the constitution framed by them to 
the bona fide people of that Territory, as unwise, and un- 
fortunate for the peace of that Territory, and we hereby 
declare it to be our unalterable judgment that every consti- 


to make any extended remarks on these very ex- 


, tution of a new State, unless otherwise directed by the peo- 


ple, ought to be submitted to the bona fide electors of such 
Territory for their approval or rejection. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress are hereby in- 
structed, and our Representatives are hereby requested, to 
vote against the admission of Kansas into the Union under 
the Lecompton, or any other constitution that has not pro- 
ceeded from the people by a clear delegation of power to 
the convention to form and put in operation such consti- 
tution, without a further sanction of the people ; or which 
has not been submitted to, and approved by, a vote of the 
people. 

Resolved, That the Governor be hereby requested to for- 
ward to each of our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress, a copy of these resolutions forthwith. 

WILLIAM B. WOODS, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
MARTIN WELKER, 
President of the Senate. 

January 20, 1858. 

We hereby certify that the within resolutions have passed 
both branches of the General Assembly, have been enrolled 
and signed by the respective presiding officers thereof, and 
deposited in the office of the Secretary of State. 


CHARLES W. BLAIR, 
Clerk of the Senate. 
JCHN W. KEES, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 


January 21, 1858. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I have said that 
I feared these resolutions were not reputable, be- 
cause they do not speak out with that manly 
independence with which the Legislature of asov- 
ereign State should ever speak upon any question 
sufficiently important to elicit their observation 





|| tion has ever presented ? 


| pe! of their representatives to act upon? 
a 








January 27, 


rn. a as 74 ae... 
| - Why do they go on to indorse the P,, 

| dent, and say they have special confide; nm 
_ Administration, and pledge themselves to sy 
| every jot and tittle of that Administra: 
| they intend finally to instruct us here to 
| the only great darling measure the Adminis, 


ICE In hig 
: PPort 
10, whep 
SO againgr 


Re 
Why could they not 

have come directly to the question at issue, and 
| with that calm dignity which becomes a soy¢ reign 
State, declare and announce their purpose and 
their instructions and their will, in referenes to 
any matter pending here which it hecame the 
: Why 
declare that they have the fullest contidence jy all 


its measures, while it was the purpose and eng 
of their resolutions that with a stern determina. 
tion their ee here shall beard him 
and oppose him to the death on his one great 
| darling measure? They are disreputable becays. 

they have not spoken out like men conscious of 
their independence. 

I did not rise for the purpose of arguing the 
reasons that led to their instructing us at all; the 
have been argued by others: in my judgment ths 
question is not a debatable one. I never proposed 
to debate itatall. Itis no less than this: The 
| President, in his message, announces a determin. 
| ation not only to prohibit the people of a Terr. 





tory from making the constitution under which 
they are to live, but that it is his purpose to fore 
upon them one made by their enemies and soup}, 
to be crammed down their throats, if necessary 
by Federal bayonets. When sucha Proposition 
as that is made, I leave others to debate it. This 
| old issue was joined in the Revolution, and the 
argument was made on Bunker Hill; and I pro- 
| pose, if it comes to that, to resume that same ar. 
gument where our fathers left it. It will not bear 
an argument at all. When any portion of the 
American people are so lost to all spirit that they 
would for one moment stand off to argue a ques. 
tion of this kind, their liberties are not worth pre- 
serving. Ido not rise to argue such a question 
as that; but it was such a question, looming up in 
the distance, that attracted the attention of the 
| Ohio Legislature and led to the making of these 
| instructions. ° 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator wil] 
suspend his remarks fora moment. The Chair, 
under the rule, must announce that the hour has 
| arrived for the consideration of the special order, 
| Mr. WADE. I have nothing further to say of 
| any consequence. I shall not take more thana 
| few minutes. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous 
| consent the Senator will proceed. 
Several Senators. ‘*Go on.” 
| Mr. WADE. Mr. President, bowing the proud 
| head of a sovereign State, they descend to speak 
| of party platforms, to which they show their de- 
votion. [should not have alluded to party policy 
in connection with the acts of a sovereign State, 
if these resolutions had not introduced the sub- 
ER Why, sir, did they step aside from ther 
egitimate business, to reindorse what they call 
‘*the Cincinnati platform?’’ Is that in accorl- 
ance with the dignity of a sovereign State, whet 
she undertakes to instruct her Representatives 
and Senators in relation to their duty here? 
They show their devotion, too, to the Execv- 
\tive! Why, sir, if he shall persist in what they 
intimate is his purpose and intention, he isa ty- 
rant, and deserves ehe frowns and reprobation of 
everyman. They tellus that they have the utmost 
confidence in the Executive, and that they will 
adhere to all his measures; yet, in the next place, 
they tell us that what he is attempting to do's 
unfortunate; that it tends to a breach of the peace, 
_and to stir up civil war. They do not lose theit 
confidence in him; they say they have the most 
perfect confidence in his ability and his integrity; 
that they adhere to all his measures; and thes 
they instruct us to throw his message in_his face. 
I am ready to doit, sir. [Laughter.] Unforte- 
nate, indeed, it was that the attempt was made t 
frame a constitution behind the back of a peopl, 
and to fasten it on their necks without their assen'. 
They say that this was ‘ unfortuate;”” and thet 
it is **unfortunate,’? also, in the President © 
‘announce it as his purpose to carry out the fraud 
ulent design. Yes, sir, it was exceedingly “ ¥ 
| fortunate.’ Was it not a little worse than U0 
fortunate, if the President of the United States 8 
‘responsible? I do not kuow that he is considered 





eponsible f 


re : 
nonsible M 


res 
forward to fa 
people a con! 
hey have he 
~¢ jaw whick 
mitting crim 
bold them re 
. unfortuna 
nawer to dic 
hold those r 
supposed to 
These res 
and they ind 
that passed 
the Republic 
olutions havi 
acquiescence 
down the th 
by a majori! 
contempt thi 
had they pe 
Somuch a 
tion of these 
Jast one, 
fined themst 
all party pl 
bespattering 
United State 
dorsement 0 
have found 
lature nor O 
of Ohio, th 
The brave 
speak out d 
the favor 0 
Boldly and 
their will, a 
Those who 
pelled at las 
resolution, 
to go to the 
stitution, 01 
to be faste 
people by & 
people of O 
What I « 
subject has 
were carrie 
rule; and w 
itis more t 
and on the 
necessity | 
through, n 
was allow 
breeches p' 
unwilling! 
believe tha 
olutions—t 
will not b 
theater of 
they are | 
with the w 
an honest, 
speak thei 
fration. | 
before the 
I have t 
much on ¢ 
extraordir 
they ask 
which bes 
tery? Is 
of my coll 
resolution 
the «« Cin 
that may | 
found unv 
est instruc 
you come 
too mild f 
suit my ¢ 
fortunate 
constituti 
it is dow 
mands th 
sisted in, | 
Then t 
with thos 
too. Lam 
In resistin 
sutution, 
to be fast 
Votes of | 





27, 
a 
reg}. 
in hig 
PPort 
Whep 
ralngt 
iStra. 
Y not 
» and, 
relgn 
> and 
NCE to 
@ the 
Why 
in al} 
d end 
Mina. 
him, 
great 
Cause 
Us of 


& the 
they 
nt the 
posed 

The 
TMin- 
Terri. 
Which 
force 
ought 
sary, 
Sition 
This 
id the 
| pro- 
ne ar- 
t bear 
of the 
t they 
ques- 
h pre- 
estion 
‘upin 
f the 
these 


r will 
. 

Shair, 
ir has 
order, 
say of 
hana 


mous 


proud 
speak 
ir de- 
policy 
State, 
» sub- 

their 
ry call 
ecord: 
whea 
atives 
) 


xecu- 
t they 
7A ty- 
ion of 
tmost 
y will 
place, 
) do is 
neace, 
, their 

most 
erity; 
P then 
s face. 
fortu- 
ade to 
eople, 
ssent. 
1 that 
ant to 
fraud- 
“ ul- 
in ul 
ites 18 
dered 





1688. 


responsible for his acts; but we will hold those 
~ aponsible who act upon his suggestions, and go 
+ ward to fasten on the necks of an unwilling 
apie a constitution with the making of which 
a y have had nothing to do, On that principle 
y igw which holds a man responsible for com- 
sing crime through an irresponsible agent, we 
id them responsible. If, indeed, the President 
~ ypfortunate in not having the spirit and the 
_awer to dictate his own measures, then we will 
‘ld those responsible for his acts who may be 
«posed to move him to action, 
"'Phese resolutions refer to a platform outside, 
and they indorse it. We know, then, who it was 
that passed these resolutions; and, in justice to 
the Republican party, let me say that these res-_ 
alutions have had no countenance, no support, no 
acquiescence, from them. They were crowded 
jown the throats of the Republican party there 
by a majority, who dared not face the scorn and 
contempt that would have been heaped on them 
had they permitted the liberty of speech. 
So much as to the manner exhibited in the adop- || 


mitt 


tion of these resolutions. As to the matter of the |, 


last one, I find no fault with it. If they had con- | 


fned themselves to that; if they had thrown aside 
all party platforms; if they-had refrained from 
bespattering with flattery the President of the 
United States; if they had abstained from the in- 
dorsement of outside partisan creeds, they would 
have found no division of sentiment in the Legis- 
lature nor out of the Legislature; for, in the State | 
of Ohio, there is but one side to this question. 
The brave and generous people of Ohio would | 
speak out directly, without obsequiously seeking | 
the favor of any man, President though he be. | 
Boldly and independently they would announce | 
their will,and ask us to act in accordance with it. | 


yelled at last to come to that, and, in their final 
resolution, they instruct their representatives here 
togo to the death against your Lecompton con- 
stitution, or any other constitution that is sought | 
to be fastened upon the necks of an unwilling 
people by a tyrannical Executive. So far, all the | 
people of Ohio, of all parties, are agreed. hl 
What I object to is the manner in which this | 
subject has been approached. These resolutions | 
were carried through our Legislature under the gag 


rule; and what is very singular, although I think || 


itis more than ten days since they were passed— | 
and on the plea that there was the most absolute | 
necessity they should be crowded immediately 
through, no argument 6r debate on the subject 
was allowed—they have slept in some man’s 
breeches pocket from that day to this. They are | 
vavlingls here, and I do mot wonder at it; for I 

believe thatany man, when he looks at these res- | 
olutions—the workmanship of his own hands— | 
will not be ambitious to figure with them on the 
theater of the nation. In the manner in which 
they are presented, they are not in accordance 
with the wishes of the people of Ohio. They are 

a honest, generous, and brave people, and they | 
speak their minds without any condition or quali- 

fration. They are nota people to flatter a tyrant | 
before they dare order their troops to resist him. 


I have thought it was due to myself to say thus || 


much on account of the incongruity and the very | 
extraordinary character of the resolutions. Do | 
they ask me to indorse that portion of them | 
which bespatters the President with fulsome flat- 
tery? Is that my part of them, or is that the part 
ofmy colleague? Ican hardly go that part of the 
resolutions, And, again, I can hardly indorse | 
the“ Cincinnati platform.’’ I do not know but 
that may be for me, {laughter,] butthere I shall be 
found unwilling, and shall require the very strong- 
estinstructions. [Renewed laughter. } But when 
you come to the ** unfortunate”? part of it, thatis | 
‘oo mild for my temperamentaltogether. It may | 
Suit my colleague to say that the President is un- | 
fortunate in persisting in forcing on the people a | 
Constitution which they detestand abhor; but Isay | 
is downright tyranny arid knavery, and de- | 
mands the sternest rebuke of every man. If per- | 
sisted in, it will demand not argument, but action. 
3 hen they approach a subject on which I am 
with those gentlemen,and I hope my colleague isso 
‘oo. Lam ready to go with the Legislature of Ohio, 


‘0 resisting unto the death your Lecompton con- 
sutution, 


to be fas 





‘ened on an unwilling people, against the | 


Yotes of more than three fourths of them; for at | moment. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| this day, there is no mist hanging over this ques- 
| tion atall. 
' Kansas have measured their strength too often 


| does it in cold blood, from his own tyrannical im- 


| lean people of that which has never been sought 
| to be taken away from any portion of them from 


| first attempt, and, Mr. President, I say it must be 


| when the Lecompton constitution shall be pre- 


| is before the Senate. 


'| further, I conceive it my duty to call it up, be- 
Those who passed these resolutions have felt com- || 


429 


it ee 
|| Mr. GWIN. Can I not move to strike out all 
The people of || after the enacting clause, and insert a new bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stands that the practice of the Senate has been to 
give an opportunity to perfect the bill first. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The amendment will not be 
in order unul the original bill be perfected; but I 
am perfectly willing to test the Senator’s amend- 
ment, if it be the pleasure of the Senate. Now, 
however, it is notin order, the parliamentary rule 
being that the original bill must be perfected be- 
fore a substitute for the whole can be offered; but 

| if it be the pleasure of the Senate, [ am content 
that the question shall be tested on the Senator’s 
| amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In addition to the 
amendment of the Senator from Georgia, now 
pending, there is an amendment offered by the 
Senator from New York. 

Mr. GWIN. I send my substitute to the Sec- 

















We know how it is. 


to leave us at all in doubt as to what is the will 
of the people; and whoever_is the advocate for 
fastening on them this Lecompton constitution, 


pulses, and a determination to deprive the Amer- 


the revolutionary period tothe present. It is the 
the last. 

Mr. PUGH. It is only necessary for me to 
say that I shall notdetain the Senate at this time, 
with the special order before it, to make any ob- 
servations on these resolutions. My purpose is, 


sented, to express my views at length. I shall 
then say what I have to say on the subject-matter 


_ of these resolutions, and | shall probably find it | retary. 
| my duty to correct my colleague in one or two The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read for 
little matters of fact connected with their passage. | information. 
The resolutions were ordered to lie onthe table, | Mr. TOOMBS. I am willing to waive mv 
and be printed. ‘| amendment. I wanta vote on the proposition of 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order | the Senator from California. We can probably 


| legislate more properly after we have put our 
| Opinion on record as to the addition of five regi- 


INDIANA SENATORIAL ELECTION. ments. 


Mr. BAYARD. [I rise to a question of privi- The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
lege. The Committee on the Judiciary reported || read the substitute intended to be proposed by the 


a resolution to the Senate, on the 21st of January, || 
which has lain over until the present time. I do 
not see in his seat the honorable Senator from 
Vermont, [Mr. Cottamer,] who is opposed to 
the resolution; but, unless itis the desire of those | 
who are opposed to it that it should stand over | 


Senator from California. 

(| Mr. TOOMBS. I will withdraw my amend- 
| ment, and probably the Senator from New York 
| will withdraw his, for the purpose of enabling the 
Senator from California to move his amendment 
as a testquestion. Itis unnecessary to go on per- 
yi |! || fecting the bill,if that amendment is to be adopted. 
cause it is a resolution simply to authorize the || I want a decided expression on that point, so that 
taking of testimony, and Lam not willing that the || we may know what we are to do. 

delay should rest with the majority of the com- || Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my amendment 
mittee. It is a privileged motion. || for that purpose, with that understanding. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will give || Mr.GWIN. I now offer my amendment. 
his impression to the Senate on the point of order. || The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
The special order (being the bill S. No. 79) is | California proposes to offer an amendment; to 
before the Senate, and has beentakenup. These |} strike out all a the enacting clause, and insert: 


other proceedings were had by unanimous con- || _ That there shall be added to the Army one regiment of 
sent. I suppose it will require a motion to post- || dragoons, one regiment of mounted riflemen, and three 





|| increase the military establishment of the United | 
|| States; the pending question being on the motion | 
|| of Mr. Toomss to strike out the first section of || manner proposed by the Secretary of War. I 


or any other constitution that is sought || for the whole bill now? 


pone the special order before the privileged ques- | regiments of infantry ; five surgeons, and ten assistant sur- 
tion can come up. ieee ' 

bs ‘ Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers, non- 
_ Mr. DAVIS. I hope the debate on the bill to || commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, herein au- 
increase the Army will be allowed to proceed. _|| thorized to be appointed or enlisted, shall be governed by 

Mr. BAYARD. [I have no wish to press the | ~ rules and articles of war which have been established 

. bs ao . || by law, or by such rules and articles as may hereafter be 
matter, if those who are opposed to the re solution || established by law,and shall be subject to all the provisions 
which has been reported by the committee desire || and entitled to all the benefits of all laws applying to offi- 
that it shall stand over until the honorable Sen- || cers, troops, os corps, of the same denomination in the ex- 
ator from Vermont is in his seat. || isting establishment. 

Mr. FOSTER. I will state that the Senator | Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, it is known that 
from Vermont, to whom the Senator from Del- || the Secretary of War has recommended the propo- 
aware alludes,is com d to his room by sick- || sition which is embodied in my amendment. He 
ness, and requested me, if the resolution was called || asks for an increase of the Army by the addition 
up, to ask that it might lie over for a day or two. || of five regiments. He thinks that addition is 

e will undoubtedly be able to attend in his place || necessary to enable him to conduct the military 
by to-morrow, or the next day at the furthest. || affairs of the country, and I think it is proper 

e is now confined by illness. there should be a direct vote of the Senate on the 

_Mr. BAYARD. I move to postpone the con- || proposition, as brought before us by the head of 
sideration of the special order, if there is no prob- || the Department. I confess I would prefer, if we 
ability of the honorable Senator from Vermont || could so approach the subject, that these five regi- 
being here. ments should be raised during the war, if there 

a a “5 will not ‘ here to-day. is a war with the Mormons, rather than add five 

r. ; will say to the Senator from || regiments permanently to the standing Army; 
Delaware, and to ie ay that I _— nese but I prefer, if we are to increase the Army, that 
my colleague just before the meeting of the Sen- || we shall add full regiments, instead of agreeing 
ate this morning, and learned from him that he || to the proposition reported by the Committee on 
is detained solely by indisposition. I think, how- || Military Affairs. 1 believe we want more staff- 
ever, and that was his own opinion, that he will || officers. It is well known that on the reduction 
be able to be in attendance in a day or two, and || of the Army, at the termination of the war with 
he desires to be present when that subject shall || Mexico, we had twenty-five general officers, by 
be Somes ow convenes tie 5 brevet and by original rank. Sixteen of — 

r. - 4 will let it stand with pleas- || are dead; one has resigned; one has been dis- 
ure until the honorable Senator from Vermont || missed from the Army, and we have but seven 
comes into the Senate. now. If weare to have a war with the Mormons, 

i s than we 
INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 1 think we shall need more staff officers th 


: | have at present. Itis well known that a number 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 


of regiments in the Mexican war were com- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 79) to || manded by majors and captains; there were no 


colonels for many regiments. If we are to increase 
the Army, I think it had better be done after the 











| the bill. 
| Mr.GWIN. 


have offered the amendment for the purpose of 
| having a vote on it, not intending to go into the 
| discussion. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. No, sir, not at this 1 aoe FOOT — for the _— “ nays on the 
| amendment; and they were ordered. 


Is it in order to offer a substitute 
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Mr. PUGH. It seems to me the Senate may | dense of the Government in precipitating those 


well pause before voting én the amendment of the 
Senater from California, because it involves the 
whole principle of the bill. If this increase of the 
Army is to be permanent, I prefer the original 
bill; it will be much less expensive. Five regi- 
ments added to the Army will require us to pay 
five colonels, five lieutenant-colonels, and prob- 
ably ten majors; and the pay of those officers is 
a very serious item of expenditure. It will re- 
quire us also to increase the number of surgeons 


men into these difficulties, ordering them to enter 


upon the expedition at a season of the year when | 
it was known to be almost impossible that they | 


could pass the gorges of the Rocky Mountains 
until next spring, thus, of course, in the mean 
time exposing them to all the hardships, and 
privations, and severities of a Rocky Mountain 
winter, | would vote for the force demanded, if 
it was necessary, to rescue them. 
might be disposed to say in reference toshis in- 


of the rank of captain and major, as proposed in y discretion and want of foresight, and though, as 


the amendment. All these things are avoided in 
the original bill. There will be no increase of field 
officers by the original bill, except fifteen addi- 
tional surgeons. If there is to be, a permanent 
increase of the Army I infinitely prefer the ori- 
ginal bill. If it is to be a temporary increase, it 
geems to me that the number of the regiments de- 
manded is beyond the necessity shown, and I 
would prefer, as to a part of the force, to accept 
the services of volunteers. 

Mr. TOOMBS. So would I. 
down. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 8, nays 38; as follows: 


Let us vote it 


VEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Bigler, Green, Gwin, Houston, | 


Johnson of Tennessee, Polk, and Slidell—s. 
NAYS—Mesers. Bell, Benjamin, Biggs, Bright, Broderick, 


Brown, Cameron, Chandler, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Dix- | 
on, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Evans, Fessenden, Foot, | 
Foster, Hale, Hammond, arian, Hunter, Iverson, Jones, | 


King, Mallory, Pearce, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Simmons, 


Stuart, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—38, || 


So the substitute was rejected. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I now renew the motion which 
I made to strike out the first section of the bill 
after the enacting clause. 

Mr. BELL. I confess, Mr. President, that 
when this bill was first taken up, I supposed it 
would be my duty on public accounts to vote for 
it; or, if not for that, at least for such a proposi- 
tion as has just been voted down by the Senate. 
i supposed, from the earnest recommendation of 
the Sabicea that there was really such a de- 
mand existing for additional troops, that we were 
bound by considerations of the public interest 
connected with the exigencies existing on the 
frontiers and in the Territory of Utah, to vote, as 


indispensable, an addition to the present military || 


force of the country. 

But, sir, before the debate closed yesterday, I 
found that I had been laboring under a consider- 
able misapprehension as to the real state of the 
queation and the exigencies of the case. My opin- 
ion now is, unless | shall be better informed be- 
fore the discussion finally closes, that there is no 
absolute necessity for any such addition to the 
Army. 
three years ago. 


rank and file, at present; and the addition of four, 
or five, or seven thousand men, according to the 
exigencies of the case, as provided by this bill, 
seems to me uncalled for at this time. I am of 
opinion, however, that some increase—say two 
or three thousand, or perhaps even four or five 
thousand—may not, at some early period, be an 
unnecessary addition to the military establish- 
ment of the United States. I think there isa great 
deal of force in the argument which has been made, 
founded upon the low condition of our finances. 
Although it might be desirable on many accounts 
to have some additional regiments authorized b 
law, yet at the present moment there is no cask 
exigency as makes it absolutely necessary; and 
we may as well afford to wait two years at least 
before we enter upon such an increase of the stand- 
ding Army. 

l had supposed that the exigency now calling 
on us te act was really the Mormon war. The 
statement of facts clicited yesterday, and the opin- 
ions of gentlemen better acquainted by far than 
I am with the forces which may be ordered prop- 
erly by the Government to increase those of Col- 
onel Johnston, who is now in command of the 
detachment which is arrested by the snows of the 
Rocky Mountains, show clearly, it seems to me, 


that there is a sufficient force at the disposition | 


of the Government to reinforce them adequately. 
If five or ten regiments were necessary to rescue 


those gallant officers and soldiers from the condi- | 
tion in which they are now placed, | should feel || authorized 


myself coustrained to vote them. Whatever I 
might think of the indisoretion and the impru- 


Fe 


It was considerably increased two or | 
Our force authorized by law | 
is admitted to be about eighteen thousand men, | 





it seems to me, (notwithstanding the fact | do 
not pretend to have a sagacity or judgment supe- 
rior to the military gentleman who may have ad- 
| vised the expedition,) it was ill advised, and was 
entered upon with a spirit of temerity for which 
I cannot imagine any reason, in the existing state 


of things in Utah, | shall be willing to vote for | 


any increase of force demanded at the hands of 
Congress to rescue these brave men. 
But from the debate yesterday [ am led to be- 


lieve that no such exigency exists, and that there | 
is an adequate and all-sufficient force ready to be | 


sent in aid of that command, and ata time ante- 
rior tothe probable enlistment of the men provided 
by this bill. I should like to know from the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi, the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs, whether it is 
actually supposed that the additional number of 
| men authorized by the bill before the Senate—the 
thirty additional companies—can be raised and 
organized, if the bill shall pass, in time to over- 
take Colonel Johnston’s command in the Rocky 
Mountains before he may be expected to move 


upon Salt Lake. Ihave heard no gentleman state | 


yet that it was supposed this force, even if au- 
thorized by Congress, was expected to be raised 
in time to unite with Colonel Johnston before he 
moves upon Salt Lake. I have séen it stated in 
the public pes that several volunteer regiments 
have already tendered their services to the Gov- 
ernment, particularly in Missouri; and I should 
like to know from the honorable chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs whether it is con- 
templated to accept the services of those volunteer 
companies, now said to be tendered in the western 
| part of the State of Missouri? Is it proposed to 
send them forward in the spring to the relief of 
Colonel Johnston ? 
| Mr. DAVIS. I will answerthe Senator. Ihave 
| no information from the Administration that they 
|| have any such purpose. If he will permit me, I 
| will add that the period for recruiting is now so 
very favorable that I think, notwithstanding his 
remarks, if this bill were to pass speedily, it would 
be possible to raise all the additional force for 
which it provides before the period at which they 
could move on the plains. I think they might be 
in a position to move as soon as it would be pos- 
| sible to start from Fort Leavenworth to the relief 
of Colonel Johnston. 

Mr. BELL. I would like the. honorable Sen- 
ator also to state whether, in his opinion, there is 
| nota sufficient force of regular troops now at the 
| disposal of the War Department to enable it to 
| send a competent reinforcement to Colonel John- 


|| ston, as soon as the spring opens and the grass 


| appears on the plains? 

"Mr. DAVIS. The Senator will not fail to per- 
ceive, having been Secretary of War himself, on 
a former occasion, the indelicacy of my under- 


} taking to express such an opinion as that in re- 


lation to my successor. Whether he has the dis- 
\| — force to send or not, will depend on how 
| he distributes the force which he has. I have not 
the information, and have not sought to obtain 
_ the information which would enable me to answer 
the Senator’s question with accuracy, because I 
have never claimed for myself the right to crit- 
_ icise, in these details, the conduct of my successor 
| in office. 
| Mr. BELL. I will ask the honorable Senator 
| another question, if he will allow me. 
| Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 
| Mr. BBLL. Twas once familiar with the con- 
|| dition of the Army ata particular period; but I 
have given so little attention to it of late that I 
|| have not the knowledge which authorizes me to 
|, make a statement on the subject to the Senate. I 
have already stated that the military force now 
y law is eighteen thousand, within 


| 


| afraction. Now, what is the average percentage 


of that force which the experience of the last eight 


i 
| 
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IONAL GLOBE. 


| 








—Samuary 27, 


or ten years shows can never be said to be effew 
ive? Is it ten, or twelve, or fifteen per cont De. 
not resignations, deaths, and other casualties 0 
duce the actual force to far less in amount than : 
nominal number of troops authorized by et 
Mr. DAVIS. Thatisa very variate oy ANtity 
It depends on the condition of the country , i 
this moment, I suppose the force to be uonsy ty 
large, on account of the sudden ch ek which hoe 
been given to public works, and the num ae a 
men thrown out of employment. This jag i. 
abled the recruiting officers to get men with a 
facility than usual. Undera different State of ¢} : 
cumstances, the disproportion between the actual 
number of effective troops and the amount nom- 
inally authorized, would be much greater thay jy 
is now. I give the Senator the benefit of that 
answer. The former adjutant general, Genera) 
Jones, stated that a company of fifty-two woul 
rarely give more than thirty-two effective men i 
go into action. I think, at this time, a larger pers 
centage could be obtained. That is the answor 

Mr. BELL. I should suppose, then, from the 
statement of the honorable Senator, that the ef. 
fective force of the standing Army, at present, is 
about fifteen thousand men. 

Mr. DAVIS. It is so reported. 

Mr. BELL. Thatis more than the usual ayer. 
age proportion of the number authorized. Well, 
sir, if in the present circumstances of the country 
the present effective force, the actual number of 
the rank and file of the Army amounts to fifteen 
thousand men, [ cannot conceive that there isq 
demand for additional force to reinforce Colone} 
Johnston at this time. Unless there isa larger 
force demanded for service in Kansas than I sup. 
pose can in any exigency arise, there must be a 
sufficient amount of troops at the disposal of the 
Secretary of War 

Mr. DAVIS. Isee the Senator does not follow 
exactly what I intended to convey to him. He 
being so familiar with the subject himself, I did 
not attempt to be at all minute in my answer, 

Mr. BELL. I do not pretend to be familiar 
with it at all. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think it is not fair to infer that 
all the troops, which cannot be sent to the relief 
of Colonel Johnston, are to be employed in Kap- 
sas, 

Mr. BELL. I do not infer any such thing. 

Mr. DAVIS. I trust there may be no neces- 
sity to employ one man in Kansas. The Senator 
is certainly aware (for his connection not only 
with military, but Indian affairs, makes him pecu- 
liarly well informed on the subject,) that difficul- 
ties have arisen on our extreme northern border, 
that difficulties have, for some time, existed in our 
Pacific possessions—in the Territories of Oregon 
and Washington. He is probably also aware that 
recent incursions have been made by the Indians 
along the southern border; that the town of Me- 
silla has been recently attacked ; that parties, pass- 
ing between towns at a short distance from each 
other, have been attacked and robbed on the road. 
The people there have recently sent in a petitiog 
signed by a large number of persons, asking for 
an additional mounted force for their protection: 
He is also aware that we have memorials from 
Texas, asking that a regiment of mounted volun- 
teers may be called into service for the protection 
of their frontier. He is also aware that hostili- 
ties are still existing in Florida. Let him run the 
whole circuit of our country and pass into the 
interior, and with difficulty he can put his finger 
on a spot where troops are not required. Whi 
argue it, then, as a question affecting only the 
Mormons and the people of Kansas? 

Mr. BELL. I had the knowledge of some of 
these things which the Senator has brought 
my notice, though I had seen no statement of 
them, even in the public papers, or by public ru 
mor. I have a pretty general knowledge of the 
statements in regard to our Indian fronuer; and 
by long observation of the progress of things here, 
I have come to the conclusion that there must 
ever be many difficulties occurring on our Indian 
borders, and on our frontier lines in connectio® 
with Mexico, in all probability. My long obser 
vation has assured me also, that there is no pet 
fect security to be afforded on any of these lines 
by any multiplication of the regiments ot the 
standing Army. You send regiment after rest: 
ment to one of these frontiers if you choose, ! 


you have them at your disposal, and still thé 
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odians will commit depredations; murders and 
“pberies Will be committed ; they will slip in be- 
ryeen our military posts, between the camps of 
wor regular troops and volunteers; and then the 
amor arises from them, ** regular troops are not 
«i guard our feonuer; we are entitled to pro- 
jan fom the Government under which we 
ye, and we must have it; our volunteers, our | 
“en mer, our boys, our border settlers, or where- 
_ever ey can be raised within the State, are the 
men; let them be organized, admitted into the ser- | 
oo and mounted, and they can protect our bor- | 
ders * Still they do not do it absolutely. Lun- | 
jorstand that part of the argument. 

’ Now, sir, the lenient practice of the Govern- 
ment, the, L think, inexpedient practice in many | 
cases, (hough not in all cases, the indulgent prac- 
tice of the Government, or rather the relaxation of 
ai\discreet exercise of executive control, has led to 
many of those Indian wars, not only on our fron- 
tiers in the interior, but upon those nurselings of 
ours—the Territories on the Pacific coast. Money 
enough has been spenton them, if T have not been 
misinformed, within the last two or three years, | 
to zive a start to the trade, the enterprise, and the 
jusiness of those communities—such a start as 


have given to themselves by their regular indus- 
try inten years. This is on account of the dis- 
tribution of six or seven million dollars; and some 
have said to me, and [ stated ita year ago, on this 
foor, that there was no certainty that $10,000,000 
would cover the whole amount of the responsibili- | 
ties of this Government four these irregular wars in 
that region. It would be a great misfortune to 
those Territories, materially speaking—speaking 
inreference to the sources of their power and pros- 
perity,and increase in population and wealth—if 
you should adoptany policy that would cut off the | 
prospect of renewed Indian wars upon their bor- | 
ders, Such is human nature. I do not say that I 
find fault with human nature; but where there is | 
no adequate and stern government in such cases, | 
its tendencies will always preponderate. Possi- | 
bly, if | were there, I might gloat over the pros- 
pect of the country in the way that many gentle- 
mendothere; 1 do not say that | would, but it is | 
not improbable. We are the creatures of the 





circumstances by which we find ourselves sur- || 


rounded, in a case of that sort. 

The honorable Senator from Mississippi has | 
spoken of a difficulty between the Hudson Bay | 
Company’s traders and some of the Indians on 


he Red River of the North. I have heard no ex- || 


position of that, and I do not know how it is in | 
fact; but my experience—as the honorable Sen- | 
ator has alluded a little to that familiarity which | 





fl ought to have with some of these subjects, if I | 


have it not—has been such on these questions | 
here, and my observation has been such, that I 
do not adopt every piece of information I hear on 
subjects of thatsortas true. I have been rendered 
suspicious; and | doubt whether there is any par- 
ticle of foundation for that rumor. 
reason | doubt it? I found an effort made last | 
year to establish a fort there; we were asked to 
vote some fifty thousand dollars for the construc- | 
tion of a fort on the Red River of the North, on 
the ground that it was a very fine territory, and 
very desirable for settlement; that some of our | 
western pioneers had already penetrated into it; 
that it was exposed to sudden attacks, not only 


Canada border; and I am not sure that my op- | 
position to it did not contribute somewhat to its 
defeat. The honorable Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. Critrenpen] came also in aid of me on that 
port. ‘Lhe proposition then was to establish a 
fortthere, Ltwas voted down; but there will be 
Asimilar proposition offered at this session. It | 
will be said that we have not got land enough | 
Open; that we have not enough new Territories | 
peu; we have not enough new States forming in 

embryo, and particularly in the Northwest; that 
We have not got free States enough. I will say 
‘omy friend before me, [Mr. Kixe,] 1am sure | 


tere will be a proposition to establish a fort on | 
hat Red Rive 





tre to be any Indian difficulties there, though it 


may be used as an argument for that measure. | 
Bat, sir, Lam wandering somewhat from the |, been said as to the policy and expediency of sup- 
them right. away, making no question ce: ; L 
tale the reaults of my experience and observation || as to whether they are in a condition to author |! institutions and opinions, and give them a right 


ubject. It would require half a day for me to | 





What is the || 


of Indians from our own border, but from the || 











and knowledge of the state of things as they ex- 
isted some years ago with reference to matters of 
this kind. From my knowledge of the causes 
existing at the seat of Government, and on the 
frontiers, particularly with regard to the state of 
affairs between the traders and the Indians, lam 
inclined to believe that a war can be had when- 
ever it becomes expedient to the most influential 
and powerful individuals on the border, who have 
political influence at Washington to bring it on. 
All this, however, is rather apart from the sub- 
ject on which I rose to speak. I meant to say 
that a country with such a very extensive frontier 
as ours, exposed, at so many various points, to 
sudden internal outbreaks, and external attacks, 
with such a vast Indian frontier—I need not enu- 
| merate all the causes—needed a larger army than 
we have at this time; but, before providing for 
any increase, | think we can afford to wait until 
we see what is to be the condition of our finances, 
especially as there is no particular demand for the 
Mormon war, as was stated yesterday, and pretty 
well exhibited. 


ernment eight or ten or twelve million dollars, as 


tion of this bill. 
[asked what was the ordinary average actual 
strength of the Army, under the present author- 


I think we may wait a year or | 
two before we add to the expenditure of the Gov- | 


| the case may be, which will result from the adop- | 
they could not, in the ordinary state of things, || 


ized establishment, in order toshow that perhaps | 


force was not too much for this great country, 


ther information on this point, but for the fact 
re he insists that I ought to be so familiar with 
t 

| for additional information. I once knew, accord- 
ing to the number of fortifications and our inter- 
nal posts, how many men it required really to 


many men were required to prevent a sudden sur- 
prise from any quarter. I formerly had some 
knowledge of an average estimate or calculation 
that was formed as to the number of troops that 
were required to preserve them from dilapidation, 
keep them clean, keep them from the decay that 
takes place when there is neglect of such service, 
| and prevent them from sudden surprises, I think 
| now that we ought to have some estimates from 
| the War Department of the number of troops that 
| will be required to man these different posts and 
| fortifications te an extent to answer these objects 
'and purposes. We have had none such. The 
honorable Secretary of War, I suppose, would 
have stated it, if his attention had been called to 
it. 

Then I asked for information in regard to the 
| probable average number of the Army. It has 
been a great deal below the present point, as I find 
by the statement of the Senator from Mississippi. 
| Lhad supposed, according to the experience of 
the last fifteen or eighteen years, that out of eigh- 
teen thousand in the Army, some twelve or four- 
teen thousand would be about the average effect- 
ive strength of the Army. 
| glad to hear it—that itis greater now; and there- 
| fore I feel greater assurance in the propriety of at 
| present rejecting this proposition to add to the 
| standing Army. 
| Now, sir, with regard to the Mormon war. I 
| do not care about lugging in that question here. 


my attention particularly, was that this increase 
seemed yesterday not to be regarded as necessary 
for that purpese. It struck me on reflection, also, 


springing grasses. 


He states—and I am | 


twenty thousand of an effective average sufficient | 


with all our exposed points. I should have asked | 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi for fur- | 


se subjects as not to be called upon to ask him | 


keep our fortifications in a proper condition, to | 
prevent dilapidation where that goes on, and how | 


The only point in reference to it that attracted | 


ize these military preparations on the part of the 
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United States; whether it is expedient, whether 
itis a wise policy to send such a military force, 
with the instructions they are undersiood to have 
with reference to carrying on the war, unless the 
Mormons submit. Ido not propose to enter into 
that subject. Ifthe present state of things were 
retrieved, [ should like to speak somewhatat large 


on that subject; but we have that force already 





standing all this array of difficulties, and the war- 


| lke disposition of the Indians on the frontier of 


in the mountains. 


! rofthe North. I have not the slight- |! Texas, and elsewhere, at all events to add ade- 
st confidence in the truth of this report that there || quately to the force now under Colonel Johnston 


With regard to these Mormons, something has 


| pressin 


that we could not possibly, after the period when | 
this bill shall pass both Houses of Congress, raise 

any considerable portion of thistadditional force | 
before they would be needed, if they were to start 
over the plains to take the advantage of the first 
It struck me, also, that the 
ar Department has men enough at its command, 
if it has fifteen thousand effective troops, notwith- 


in the Rocky Mountains; we have undertaken to 
subdue or suppress the Mormons by military 
force. Inever doubted, when the Mormons were 
permitted to settle there as a sepagate people, that 
a day like this would come, sooner or later, I 
believed it would come; I did not much doubt that 
itmust come. In 1850, when that people were 
organized into a separate Territory, called the 
Territory of Utah, I thought I foresaw these diffi- 
culties; | gave my voice against it, and explained 
my reasons briefly, and I even had the hardihood 
to vote against that part of the omnibus bill which 
attained such notoriety at that time. Another 
honorable Senator belonging to the same party 
organization at that time, whom I do not now 
see, (Mr. Pearce,] and myself were the only two 
who voted against it. It was thought a most 
strange and extraordinary vote. My opinion 


| always has been that they ought not to have been 





incorporated into a separate territorial organiza- 
tion, but combined with a sufficient extent of 
territory settled by people of different religious 
opinions from their own, which would be likely, 
however, to preserve the preponderance or con- 
trol of them; or else they ought to be told at once 
that they were only to remain at sufferance; that 
we would attempt to organize no government for 
them, but leave them alone untouched, until time, 
their own reflection, and experience, should bring 
them to a knowledge of the infatuation under 
which they were acting, when they might either 
disband or disperse to different parts of the United 
States, where they would not be arranged in any 
large or effective power, or leave our country al- 
together. 

That was my opinion then; and even now, from 
any knowledge that has come to my ears of the 
facts of the case, I have not seen the necessity of 
sending a military force there. It may be, how- 
ever, that there is a necessity for it. I do not 
mean to find fuult with it, for Lhave nota suffi- 
cient knowledge of the facts. I should have pre- 
ferred that we had negotiated further with them. 
I should have preferred that we had taken the 
step of repealing the territorial organization, and 
have nothing to do with them, provided we could 
stipulate with them that they should permit our 
caravans of emigrants, or troops, or what not, 
that we should find it expedient to send to Cali- 
fornia, to pass through their,country unmolested. 
If they would do this, [ should be willihg to let 
them remain unmolested on our part, and govern 
themselves according to their own views of right 
and propriety. 

[{ think the Government of the United States is 
under some obligation to be lenient in its policy 
towards these people. Why did you give them 
this Territory? Why suffer them by such a 
solemn act on your part, to make settlement in 
this region, when it was known to be likely from 
the character of the people and their peculiar re- 
ligious opinions, that there would be no settle- 
ments of a different description in their neigh- 
borhood to interrupt them? You held out this 
encouragement to them, that they would be pro- 
tected by your Government in the enjoyment of 
their peculiar opinions and institutions, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United States. 
These people are likely to have been greatly mis- 
led by the doctrines which have been prevalent 
in this country for the last two or three years, 
supported in high places, proclaimed by the high- 
est authorities in our land—the doctrine that any 
people, by the inherent right of self-government, 
can do as they please in a Territory. Ido not 
wish to go into any sectional or party question; 
I am only speaking of the probable effect of these 
doctrines on such a people as the Mormous in 
Utah. After they had a territorial organization 


| provided for them, they had a right to conclude 
' that there was a new era of principle inaugurated 


in the Government of the United States, which 
would allow them to rest undisturbed forever by 
any foreiga influences in regard to their peculiar 
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to regulate their own domestic institutions in their 
own way and at their own discretion. Was it not 
likely that that doctrine would find its way to 
their ears, many of them being very shrewd and 
acute men? Was it not likely that they would 
catch up the ery, and say, ‘* whatever might have 
been our fears when we were permitted to make 
our first settlement, here the Government of the 
United States has now adopted in regard to the 
Territories a principle of policy which guaranties 
to us forever the right to the indulgence of our 
peculiar opinions, and we are located in the fast- 
nesses of the Rocky Mountains, so that it is not 
likely we shall ever be intruded upon by the set- 
tlement of persons of a religion different from our 
own; here then, in perfect safety and freedom we 
can expand ourselves, enjoy our own principles 
of religion, and whatever indulgence of any kind 
may belong to it, maintain our own faith unin- 
terrupted by any nation of the earth; now that 
the United States have avowed principles that 
give us these privileges, they are obliged to con- 
cede them to us?’”’? I do not know how far these 
doctrines may have been propagated among them 
80 as to create a feeling or disposition in favor of 
throwing off whatever vestige of the authority of 
the Government of the United States might be 
found among them—for example, the Governor, 
the secretary, and the judges appointed by the 
authority of the United States. I will not stop 
to suggest the inquiry whether that perfect free- 
dom of popular sovereignty which we announced 
here, might not, in the minds of such people as 
these, imaginative, excitable, having a strong in- 
terest to adopt such a conclusion, lead them to 
suppose that to have a Governor sent to rule over 
them as a chief magistrate, judges appointed by 
the President to settle the controversies between 
them, and all that machinery belonging to another 
Government, was not consistent with the princi- 
ple that they had a right to govern themselves, 
and regulate their institutions in their own way, 
at least while they were a Territory. 

l now only express the sentiment thatI should 
have been glad if some other steps had been taken 
to propitiate these people—such as withdrawing 
our Government from them, stipulating that while 
they retained the territorial form of government, 
(and with my vote they should never have any 
other form,) they should continue there only on 
condition that they allowed the peaceful passage 
of our emigrants, of our caravans, of whatever 
description, cattle, household furniture, or what 
not, free from molestation. 
might be permitted to remain forever, so far as I 
cared. 

Now, sir, 1 am not so bloody-minded as my 
friend from New York {Mr. S: warp] seemed to 
be yesterday, in relation tothe Mormons. I think 
some indulgence is due to them, particularly from 
my honorable friend; for what is the foundation 
of the difficulty between them and the United 
States at this moment? They are the votaries of 
a‘ higher law’’ than our Constitution or the laws 
of the United States, and they are honest too. 
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If they did this, they | 


There may be men among them, as there are in | 
our own country, who avail themselves of the in- 


fatuation of a number of followers, to give them 


strength to secure themselves office and emolu- | 


ment, and all the advantages which arise from the | 


position ia which they may be placed; but is there 
the slightest doubt that the great mass of these 
Mormons are really thoroughly honest in their 
convictions? Has not that feature in their insti- 
tutions which is denounced as sensual; existed 
from the foundation of the world, in the nations 
of the earliest civilization of which we have any 
knowledge? Does it not exist in India and in 
Turkey at this day, and we may say in all the 
Oriental nations? Theirs isa religious fanaticism. 


They do not consider themselves bound by any | 
obligations to the municipal and constituuional law 


of the country. They are literally and honestly 
the supporters of a higher law. They are reli- 
gious fanatics. My honorable friend from Mich- 
igan (Mr. Srvarr] is often very acute and inge- 


nous in his discriminations here, and I should | 


like to know from bim—I will not appeal to any 
other geatleeman—if he can discriminate between 
that species of fanaticism and infatuation which 


controls the actions of the Mormon settlers from | 


that which controls a portion of our brethren at the 
North? 1 do not allude to the anti-slavery exten- 
sion gentlemen, but to the Abolition party proper, 


strength. ‘How can you distinguish the fanati- 
cism of the Mormons from that ofa portion of the 
northern people, founded on that idea which dis- 
regards the obligation of municipal or organic law 
in political society? I have never opposed this 
class of people where I believed them to be hon- 
est, and to be acting under the convictions of their 
own conscience [| consider them as having been 
misled; as throwing aside everything practical, 
and pursuing one idea, and that alone in respect 
to these questions. Just such is the state of the 
Mormons. I do not mean to apologize for them 


or their institutions, especially not for that por- | 


tion of those institutions which has rendered 
them so obnoxious to the people of the United 
States; but it belongs to the period of the Bible, 
the period of the early civilization of the world; 
and it exists now in Turkey, within the limits 
of Europe, with all its boasted light and civiliza- 
tion. 

Why, then, should we wish to exterminate the 
Mormons and drive them out mercilessly? If 
their women may be considered as not entitled to 
our sympathy, what do you say as to their chil- 
dren. Are they to be driven into the gorges of the 

/ mountains to perish in the snows, or by starva- 
tion upon the plains? Are they to be driven out 


to seck new climes and new homes? Where will | 
they go? Sir, I know of no sect of men, no class || 
of men in the world, however they may differ | 


with me in sentiment or doctrine, even upon ques- 


tions that I regard as vital, whom I would pursue | 


with such relentless and indiscriminate vengeance. 
I have great confidence in the skill of Colonel Johy- 
ston. If he is the brave man that he is represent 

to be, I have great confidence in his merciful feel- 


ings and disposition, and I am sure that he will | 


not use the sword to a greaterextent than he may 
find necessary. I have great confidence, too, in 
the discretion, judgment, and humanity of Colonel 
Cumming, who has been made Governor of Utah. 


If they were other men than they are, or if their | 


positions were filled by some men even of high 
character, that I know, and I had the power to 
thwart the expedition by any course which I 


might take, consistent with the safety of the offi- | 


cers and men, I would do it before | would risk 
their indiscretions on that, I will not say imbecile 
people, but atleast they area mere handful. They 


cannot war upon us on equal terms of advantage | 


in any respect. They can only resist us by re- 


treating into the gorges of the mountains, putting | 
their women and children in caves during the win- | 
terandsummer. Notwithstanding what is alleged | 


to be their numbers, I think this is the only mode 
in which they can carry on any warfare against 


us. They may, as bandits, range the mountains, | 


annoying us, cutting off the supplies for our 


troops, harassing our troops in every way, but || 
we know that they have not sufficient force to || 


meet them on an open battle-field. 
| I did not intend, however, to go into these con- 


siderations, and I shall not extend my remarks || 


further. I believe there is no necessity for this 
increase of the Army at the present time. I ac- 
knowledge that,an my opinion, an army of some 
| twenty thousand effective men at all times would 
not be too great a force with the present limits 
and expanded territories and dominion of this Re- 
public; but | prefer to postpone any such enlarge- 
| ment until another session, when we can see what 

is likely to be the state of our finances, and when 
we may learn whether the trade and business of 
the country have had a chance to revive from 
their prostrate and paralyzed condition. The pro- 
posed increase of the Army, voted in any shape, 
will involve an additional expenditure of at least 
five million dollars; and it may, according to cir- 
cumstances, involve an additional annual ex- 
pense of twelve million dollars. I think we had 
better postpone it until we see the effect of the 
posse condition of the country on the finances. 

feel confident that Colonel Johnstonand his com- 


|, Under these circumstances, I am inclined not on! 
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which my friends around me here are rather | beg leave very briefly to 
obliged tosympathize with, becauee it beings them || commend it to my mind. 








oe 


state the reasons which, 
When the question was referred to the Co 
mittee on Military Affairs, of course the - 
| point to be determined was, whether there Bowen, 
necessity or propriety for an increase of the Arm ; 
| The committee came to the conclusion, by ua, 
majority, that there was not only a propriety bat 
a necessity for an increase of the regular force I 
agreed with the committee, and that is my o ‘ 
ion now. Having come to the conclusion that = 
increase of the regular force was necessary the 
_ next and most important question was, in what 
way that increase should be made? The Pres}. 
dent and Secretary of War have recommended ay 
increase by the addition of five regiments, Al. 
though the President, in his annual messape 
called for only four regiments, the Secretary of 
| War, in his report, asked for five, and it is to be 
|| presumed that it was only an inadvertence on the 
_ part of the Executive that five regiments were no, 
asked for by the Government. 
The plan suggested by the Committee on Mj. 
_ itary Affairs, as contradistinguished from the jp. 
| crease by way of additional regiments, struck my 
| view as the most appropriate one, for seyerg| 
| reasons. The first is, that if you increase the 
| force by regiments, by adding four or five new 
| 
| 
' 


‘| regiments to the Army, to answer present emer. 
gencies, or to accomplish present purposes, wheg 
ou desire to diminish or reduce the force, it yj 
Ge next to impossible ever to reduce a force which 
contains so many officers. You may get rid of 
the rank and file at your pleasure; you may at 
any time reduce the Army by the dismission of 
|| privates; but it is with the greatest difficulty jp 
‘| the world—it is next to impossible, to reduce 
|| regiments that contain officers, especially field 
officers. Although this increase is at present do. 
manded, in my judgment, by the exigencies of 
the service, yet the time may come, and [ trust it 
| will come, when this largely increased force will 
|| not be necessary, and it may be, in the wisdom 
of Congress, thought proper to reduce it. If they 
should ever reduce it, it could be done by cutting 
| down the rank and file which it is proposed by 
| this bill to add to the Army; but we might find it 
very difficult to get rid of the additional regiments, 
if hey were incorporated into the regular force. 
That is one reason why i prefer the plan suggested 
by the committee to that which has been recom- 
mended by the Executive. 
| Of course, I was controlled, to some extent, 
also, by the difference in the expense of the two 
plans. The increase by regiments, if five wer 
granted, would add one hundred and fifty con- 
|| pany officers—fifty captains and one hundred lieu- 
tenants—besides the field officers. Of course, that 
would be a very large increase in the expense of 
| the regiments, to say nothing of the number of 
the rank and file. The plan suggested by tle 
Committee on Military Affairs looks only to the 
addition of thirty companies, and to the creation 
only of ninety additional officers, and they ar 
officers of inferior grade—captains and lieutenants, 
Of course, this is the least expensive mode of in- 
creasing the Army, if it is to be increased at all. 

These, together with other reasons which I shall 
not detain the Senate by adverting to, influence 
my mind to adopt the plan suggested of adding 
thirty companies to the existing regiments, instead 
of increasing the Army by the addition of whole 
regiments. 

There is another reason which has been sug- 
gested by the Senator from Mississippi, the chair 
man of the committee. It is, that twelve com 
| panies is a more convenient organization of & 
regiment than ten. At present, the four artillery 
regiments have twelve companies, but the infantry 
regiments and the mounted troops have but ten 
companies to each regiment. Having four field 

officers, a colonel, a lieutenant colonel, and two 
majors, if we have twelve companies, the reg 
ment is then divided into three battalions of fout 
companies each; one commanded by the lieutet 








mand are in no present danger, and that we have || ant colonel, and one by each major; the colone 
a full and adequate force to send to his relief. || being the superintendent and commander of the 


|| whole. This is a more convenient arrangemen 


| to vote for striking out the first section of the bill, | therefore, and itis one which seems to me (0 


| but to go against the whole bill. 
Mr. [VERSON. 
‘| member of the Committee on Military Affairs that 


| entirely appropriate. It is a better organizauol 


Mr. President, as I amy a |) than the one which gives only ten companies 


‘aregiment. This, I understand, is the French 


| reported this bill, and gave my support to the | organization. Their regiments are divided into 
|| measure in committee, as I shall in this body, I | twelve companies and three battalions, and ther 
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